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The chief purpose of this publication is to distribute information on aero- 
nautics to the flying personnel in the Regular Army, Reserve Corps, National Guard, 
and others connected with aviation, 





---000--- 
THE ARGENTINE FLIGHT 
As seen by a Langley ield Correspondent 


Flying the flags of Chile, Argentina, With the formal annoubcements of the 
Peru and the United States from their | State and War Department, work moved at 
cockpits, the six Boeing Bombers of the (even a faster clip. Passports were pre- 
1938 Good-Will Flight to Buenos Aires ) pares, visas to countries in which land- 
taxied onto the mat at lang ey Field at (ings might occur were hurriedly complet- 
5:00 p.m, Sunday, February 27th, The ,ed, and all the other administrative de- 
joy of the pilots and mechanics on ar- , tails incidental to a flight passing ov 
a at taeir starting point was | over so many foreign countries were 
equalled only by the feeling of the offi-, worked out to the satisfaction of the 


cers and enlisted men of Second Wing ‘Nations concerned. 
Headquarters, : But the real spade work for the per- 
While the intrepid messengers of Pan- | sonnel of the flight was the research 


American friendship were battling tarough |‘ necessary to locate all of the maps of 
the storms and tornadoes of the wp ere we proposed route, ascertain probable 
torial regions, all personnel at Langley | weather conditions for every day and 
Field were watching every detail of the mile of the flight, and investigate the 
air hegira from their offices, Long conditions of fields where the 16-ton 


into the small hours of the morning, 'Bombers were to land. 
Brigadier General Gerald C, Brant and | To the eye of a casual observer, the 
his staff pored over the progress map most striking of all the preparations 


Charted on the large draw ng table, eager; was the calm and unruffled manner in 
to hear the latest tidings from Lieut. which the airplane mechanics and radio 
Colonel Robert Olds and the commanders of technicians went about their tasks of 
the other five "Flying Fortressos,." adjusting, cleaning and inspecting every 
All of the resources of Headquarters inch of the sky dreadnaughts in which 
and ig -reigghe Squadron, Second Wing, | they were to entrust their lives over 
GHQ Air Force, were devoted to making the Caribbean Sea and the Andes Mountains. 
the flight a success, One of its most | It was all in the day's work to these 
pleasant functions was to pass onto the | men. ; 
keenly interested public the. latest dis- | And they were not especially picked 
patches from Colonel Olds. So efficient | for this flight. Only the regularly as- 
were the Wing and associated army radio | signed combat crews were ordered on the 


{ 
' 
i 
t 


stations, that at Wing Eeadquarters and | ght, : 

at the War Department in Washington | At last everything was in readiness 
draftsmen were plotting their maps an 'for the take-off, 

average of twelve minutes after Colonel {| On a dbitingly cold Tuesday morning, at 
Olds had finished sending his latest po- 9:00 o'clock, February 15th, to be 


sition report. It is interesti to 
note that the South American public obd- 
tained the news of the progress of the 
flight all the way from the United 


exact, the last of the six Boeings lift- 
ed Se soeteiAE ae the air headed south 
for Miami, This departure was an ex- 
ample of all of the other take-offs of 


States while the Boeing Bombers were | the flight. They were two minutes apart, 

Passing over them, | the flight commander being the first to 
Early preparations for the flight to ush the nose of his ee fortress 

honor the new Argentine Administration nto the cold ozone. With him he car- 


were necessarily shrouded in meg hag ried the greetings of President Franklin 
For two or three _— prior to the War D. Roosevelt to the President-elect of 
Department's first brief announcement, the Argentine, Roberto Ortiz. 

many of the pilots and mechanics knew As the half dozen planes roared toward. 
only that they were going on a long warmer climes they refrained from flying 
flight. For all some of them knew, the | formation, Each was on his owm in the 
air journey might have been to Panama or | air. This was pent of Colonel Olds’ 
Hawaii, But that. did not retard or ham- | policy of trusting the navigator in each 





per the speed and thoroughness with "Flying Fortress" to plot the correct 

which preparatory details were executed | courses. Much credit is due the flight 

in those first few days. coumander for placing such imp Gas agnat 
— a a. P . . 





in each combat team, for, after all, he ,out of drawers. They set to work calcu- 
was ery the sack" in the event that |lating the chances of the sextet of four- 
anyone of the sextet failed to reach its motored aircraft mak the Lima airport. 
appointed rendezvous. |Emergency airport facilities, reserve . 
As GHQ Air Force obesrvere pointed out (fuel, and other factors entered into the 
after the return to Langley Field, it Giscuseion as faces grew longer. 
would have been easy eno and quite |. But confidence was restored as the next 
gen for Colonel Olds to "herd" all of /hourly report depicted the sturdy Boeings 
he planes together and lead them to , plugging along at 150 knots, a safe 
Buenos Aires under the guidance of some- | speed. 
One whom he felt to be the eatesmnsing |. On doard the planes preparations were 
navigetor of the entire group of 25 of- ‘being made to combat an equatorial storm 
ficers., lwaich finally made its appearance off 
But he did not take this obviously iGuayquil, Ecuador. This is where the 
easier course. His confidence, it ap- ‘reserve horses of the "Cyclones" came in 
peers. was based on his knowledge that very conveniently for the 49 air argon- 
is navigators - all of them - were ca- jaunts. Effortlessly, the six Boeings, 
eed of finding their way round two con~+each still flying alone but in radio 
inents and a comple of oceans by the ap- communication with each other, rose 
plication of the exact science of air na-higher and higher above the storm center 
vigation - not by the law of probabili- (until the altimeters read 23,000 feet. 
ties. In this case his faith in his nav-jWith occasional inhalations of the pre- 
igators was justified - the flight was cious oxygen, they rode in and cut of 





completely successful. the top of the storm for 300 miles. 

With all 24 "Cyclones" purring a sweet | They passed the equator at 10:50 a.m, 
harmony, the flight dropped into the dipping their planes in a solemn salute. 
Miami airport five hours and 45 minutes |Neptunic ceremonies were omitted. 
after departing from ime rey Field. | As the planes flew toward the appoint- 

Little time was available to partake ed rendezvous at Point Salinas, just 


of the pleasures of the Florida resort, (north of Lima, thousands of Peruvian of- 
as the mechanics again worked carefully ificials and aviation fans at the Lima- 
over the ships from stem to stern, and tambo airport were eagerly eee the 
the navigators and pilots scrutinized visitors from the Big neighbor of the 


a and weather reports. Norta. ‘hore frightened civilians in 





even minutes before one o'clock on other countries aes: Phar past quarter 

the morning of the 16th, the flight century scanned the es with dread, 
again took to the air, at intervals of these friendly people were eagerly 
two minutes. Colonel Olds hoped to jawaiting these Ambassadors of Good Will, 
reach Lima, Peru, non-stop, but decided {who were bring not bombs but messages 
to postpone his final decision until the jof Friendship. anding at 4:25 p.m, 
arrival of the flight over Panama. It ;the six planes made the record non~stop 
was the hurricane season, and last re- (flight of 2695 miles in 15 hours and 
ports had indicated bad weather in the minutes. 
vicinity of the equator. The planes Colonel Olds, fulfilling his duty as 
flew the 1100 miles between Miami and ithe spokesman and leader of the flight 
Panama alone, with orders to assemble is oke briefly at 5:00 p.m. to the eople 
Over Colon, jor the United States through a nation- 

The tropical sun was Ye sy | down with |wide radio hookup, Needless to say, the 
its customary intensity when Colonel iradio set in Second Wing Headquarters 


Olds assembled his Good Will flyers over jand those in the homes of the flyers' 
Colon at 7:07 a.m., six hours and 14 min-lovod ones were turned on "full blast" 
utes after leaving Miami. ito hear the gallant leader's account of 
The decision with which Colonel Olds (the second leg of his already historic 
was now faced was not an easy one. Bad flight. ; 
weather was still reported at the Equator Refueling and servicing the giant 
with the conditions beyond very uncertain, airplanes required a seven-nour layover. 
Weighing all factors carefully, he radio-Members of the flight, on their return 


ed his momentus decision to the other to Langley Field, were eloquent in their 
Planes in the form of the terse order: praise of the help given by the employees 
“Continue to Lima." His decision was |'of the Pan-American Grace Airways. 

not final, however - so he told us later.) At 11:05 P.M., the crews of five of the 
He planned to fly for four hours more, | -For tresses" loaded into their planes 
then, if weather prevented further prog-|for the take-off for their destination, 


ress, to return and land in Panama. | Buenos Aires. Delayed on the ground 
Slow progress was made for several with a defective ny raped was Major 

hours as they swung down the South Amer- | ay and his crew, but he promised to 

ican coast. A stiff wind made the going get nto Buenos Aires in plenty of time 

heavy. Average speed of the "Fortresees" or the inaugural ceremonies. 

fell to 125 knots per hour. Back at | §til1 ef, two minutes apart, the 

Langley Field a worried cow of Second —— of B-17's headed for Santiago, 

Wing Staff officers, Sen iet y General 

Brent, dug their computing instruments 


ere it was planned to stop of weather 
Bouttsned on Page 18) 
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U. S. ARMY WEATHER SERVICE 
By Sergeant Edward D, Steel, Air Corps 


Formerly all weather information was 
compiled and distributed solely by the 
U.S. Weather Bureau, Although our Artil- 
lery Branches have used certain phases 
of meteorology, or weather, for some 
years, it was not until the introduction 
of the airplane as a combat arm that the 
Army became acutely conscious of the 
considerable importance of weather infor- 
mation and forecasting. Troops on the 
march, gone in action, etc., are not par- 
ticularly concerned with ceili 8, visi- 
bilities, etc., for such items do not ma- 
terially affect their missions, but to 
the pilot of either military or commer- 
cial airplanes, such information is of 
prime importance, for upon it depends. 
not only the success of his mission - 
but his very life. 

The weather station at Langley Field, 
Va., was first established twenty years 

o. Since that time it has been in con- 
tinuous operation and working hand in 
hand with the Weather Bureau and the De- 
partment of Commerce. The Signal Corps 
originally controlled and administered 
the weather functions in the Army, and 
its work deserves the maximum commenda- 
tion, for each yer it materially in- 
creased the efficiency of the Army 
Weather Service, However, the particu- 
lar needs of our Air Corps for certain 
weather information made it advisable 
that the Air Corps take over the Weather 
Service, Hence, since July, 1937, the 
Army Weather Service has been under the 
control of the Chief of the Air Corps. 

Under the Signal Corps, observers and 
forecasters were trained at Fort Mon- 
mouth, New Jersey. Under the present 
syeten, e@bservers are trained at the in- 
dividual stations, and through their own 
study. Also, a highly efficient fore- 
casters' school has been established at 
Patterson Field, Ohio, and it is known 
as the "Air Corps Weather School." At 
this school the student forecaster is 
given work in the theory of air mass 
analysis, in the use of his theory prac- 
tically, and in the subjects which make 
& necessary background for a thorough 
understanding of the subject, viz: 
mathematics, trigonometry, eics and 
Calculus. When he has completed this 
course, which normally requires five 
months of intensive study, he is then 
assigned to a weather station, where he 
practices the Sop roettes of the rules 
ana theories which he has learned. A 
€00d deal of practical experience is 
needed, even after finishing the school, 
for a good forecaster must not only be 
well grounded in theory, but he must 
have sutficient practical pe tama to 
ontiy his theoretical knowledge effici- 
ently. 


The tools of the forecaster are actu- 


perature, dew-point, pressure tendencies, 
wind directions and speed, visibilities, 
upper air winds, and humidity. Four or 
more surface synoptic maps are construct- 
ed daily, and in addition several differ- 
ent types of stability diagrams are 
plotted. Most of this information is 
received by teletype and radio, and by 
following the developments 24 hours 
daily, it is possible to advise the 
pilots and flight commanders as to what 
conditions are to be expected in any or 
all gt of the country. 

This Air Corps service differs from 
that required of the airline meteorolo- 
gist, inasmuch as the airline meteorolo- 
gist kmows in advance the schedules, 
routes and type of airplane which fol- 
lows a designated radio beacon course. 
Military aircraft vary widely in type 
and equipment, and fly without prear- 
range schedules in many instances, In 
this respect the weather requirements 
differ, Poor weather, although always 
@ hazard, may not cause a cancellation 
of a clearance for a single airplane 
whereas such weatner would undoubtedly 
be dangerous for formation flying. Some 
flights can be accomplished non-stop, 
over the top of the overcast, if sutfi- 
cient ceiling and visibility exist, or 
will exist,at destination, Other 
flights, limited b gene supply or 
inadequate blind fly ng instruments, 
must of necessity be made under the 
clouds, Connetonn ny, the pilot's ex- 

erience and the ava lable navigational 
acilities determine the advisability of 
issuing a clearance. 

For long distance flights a suitable 
route must be chosen to assure a safe 
completion of the flight. As mentioned 
before, a flight om for one mission 
may not be adaptable to another, even 
if the destination and time of departure 
are the same. Refueling stations and 
emergency landing field, pave an alter- 
nate route, are some of the safety fac- 
tors to be considered. 

During the pe year, a forecaster 
from the weather station, who draws maps 
and makes forecasts while in the air,has 
accompanied the "Flying Fortresses" on 
various long range missions, In periods 
of flight up to 24 hours, many changes 
may take place in the weather situation; 
the flight forecaster follows these 
c es contimously and advises the 
pilot or flight commander of any develop- 
ments anticipated. 

Equipment tests and maneuvers general-. 
ly require a base set up & from the 
home airport. A complete mobile weather 
station is part of the temporary base; 
this mobile station makes it possible to 
compile complete information first hand, 
rather than rely entirely upon radio or 

(Continued on Page 8). 





ally measurements of the elements, tem- 
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ARGENTINE FLIGET PROVES EXCELLENT STAT 


OF TRAINING IN THE GHQ AIR FORCE 


In congratuleting Lieut. Colonel Robert enlisted man in the Air Corps, with few 


Olds and his band of 438 officers and en- 
listed men, when they completed their 


round trip journey between Langley Field, 


Va., and Buenos Aires, Argentina, Major 
General Frank M. Andrews, commander of 


‘exceptions, was required to perform 
‘guard duty and other details around an 
‘air base. When he was away from the 
‘hangar someone else stepped in to work 
'on his plane. Sometimes enlisted men 


the GhQ Air Force, expreesed his gratifi- worked on a different airplane every 


cation on the success of the flight and 
upon the excellent account they gavo of 
themselves as Ambassadors of Good Will. 
"You have added another accomplishment 
to the long roll of ‘Things the Army 
Does Resides Fight,'"the General st ted. 

High officials of the GHQ Air Yorce. 
pointed out that the clocklixe precision 
with which the tour of the six "Flying 
Fortresses" to South America and return 
was executed is proof of the high stand- 
ard of training existing in all units of 
the GHQ Air Force. 

"This was not a stunt flight performed 
by specially selectec men," stated Gen- 
eral Andrews, 


time they reported to their hangar. 
, Insofar as the ships’ officers were 
concerned, no stabilized organization 
‘existed, Airplanes were pooled, and the 
_ training of officers as team mates in 
the air wes accomplished only through 
‘haphazard association as flying mates. 
‘For example, Captain Jones and Lieut. 
i$mith would fly together in the morning 
in airplane lio. 10; in tae afternoon 
‘Captain Jones and someone else. would fly 
together in No. ce, 

General Andrews saw that it was neces- 
gary to change this system if efficiency 
was to be increased, and so he coined 


He went on to exolain trat the term "combat team;" a term which 


every airplane was manned by its resular- since 1936 has besn used in connection 


ly assigned crew; that no substitution 
of erent qualified" men were made, 
and that every "Flying Fortress" in the 
GHQ Air Force has a regular crew who 
could have done the same thing in tne 
same creditable manner as did the six 
crews assigned to the task, 

A noteworthy feature in connection 
with the execution of this flight is the 
fact that every airplane was placed "on 
its own" on every leg or the flight. It 
was routine procedure for airplanes to 
take off two minutes apart and proceed 
alone to an "assembly point" some thous- 
and miles away. For example, on tne 
Miami-Lima leg, the first assembly after 
leaving Miami was over the Panama Canal 
at Colon, Airplanes were in radio com- 
munication with each other but were ap- 
proximately six miles apart, beyond 
visual distance, 

The purpose of separating airplenes in 
this manner was to afford the training 
to every airplane crew which in forma- 
tion flying 1s experienced only by “he 
leading airplane. The precision and 
dispatch with which the appointed assem- 


blies were invariably made bear mute evi-! tional skill, and merksmanship of 
dence of the excellence of that training. sonnel became evident through the 


This wht poee @s proven by tke 
South American flight completed on the 
afternoon of February 27th, was not ar- 
rived at overnight, When the GHQ Air 
Force came into being in March, 1935, 
with General Andrews as its first com- 
mander, one of its first objectives was 
the attaining of an ideal combat crew. 

As General Andrews planned it, this 


in their own airplane in oxactly the 
same manner as a naval vessel has its 
Captain, its navigator, engineer, gun- 
nery officer, etc, But tremendous ob- 
stacles had to be overcome, 

Under the system then in effect, every 











| plishments p 


witn tactical training more than any 
‘other. In that year General Andrews in- 
sisted on rigid adnerence to the combat 
team idea: that only the regularly as- 
signed members of a crew would aay in 

an airplane; that each man would be as- 
| Signed a particular task, and that all 
‘flying in that airplane would be in 
connection with training of that crew. 

, Many odstacles had to be overcome to 
‘put tais theory into practice, Re- 
arrangement of the entire organization 
of units was necessary in order to re- 
'lieve the members of combat crews of out- 
‘side duties. This was strenuously op- 
posed in the initial stages by many offi- 
icers whose interests conrlicted with 
this arrangement, however, and sometimes 
‘with wuat seemed to others as question- 
eble wisdom, General Andrews, however, 
inrflexibly stood pat on combat team 
training, Growing pains gradually pass- 
ed, and the new organization was well on 


its ca fe 

| ‘Within a year the increased efficiency 
of units in the maintenance of their 
‘equipment, and in the encurance, naviga- 
er- 
l= 
|creased performance of tlie oR ee tt a 
‘excellence of the gunnery and bombing 
|ecores, and in the reduced accident 
‘rate despite routine flying in all sorts 
‘Of weather, amis 

/ Mhe attention of the public has been 
attracted to the high efficiency of the 


‘army airmen by press comments from time 
: | to time on such accomplishments as sur-. 
crew would be assigned regular positions | prisingly lo 


"routine" flights, trans- 


|continental flights in which new records 
‘have been establ 
| this flight to South America. 


ished, and, finally, on 


All of these improvements and accon- 
great tribute to the ex- 
(Continued on Pa;e 20) 
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FIELD UNIT FOR TESTING 


AIRPLANE INSTRUMENTS. . 


By the Materiel Division Correspondent 


In the past when a pilot upon landing 
reported faulty instrument operation 
there was no recourse but -to remove the 
instrument from the airplane and take it. 
to a base where its operation could be 
checked. With the increase in. the nun- 
ber of instruments necessary for the fly- 
ing of large aircraft, it was recognized 
that this was a condition which needed 
arn gd pogeessicy was made to the 
Materiel Division for the development of 
an instrument testing unit which could 
be brought out to the airplane in the 
field for the purpose of checking the in- 
struments in the airplane without remov- 
ing them, 

Work on such a unit was started about 
tw3 years ago, Engineers in charge of 
the development began working from 
scratch, and the present portable unit 
for a airplane instruments and 
“as ment in the field is tne result. 

s unit consists essentially of a 
cabinet pony ig | 30 inches long, 20 
inches wide, and 32 inches high, mounted 
upon three wheels for portability, The 
opeeaese installed in the cabinet con- 
sists of a e B-2A vacuum and 
tachometer drive unit operated by a com- 
binatien .110-volt AC-DC motor. The 


vacuum pwup provides for either vacuum or 
pressure which, distributed through suit- 
able lines, oil separators, air tank,and 


control valves, permits the operator to 
select either suction from the intake 
side of the a when checking 
vacuum-operated instruments, or pressure 
from the exhaust side of the vacuum pump 
when checking pressure-operated instru- 
meats. A clutch in the tachometer drive 
unit enables the cperator to engage 
either the vacuum p ‘or tachometer me- 
Chanism, A reel of electric cable ap- 
proximately 100 feet long is provided in 
the cabinet for plugging in the motors 
to either the 110-volt AC power source 
in the hangars or the 110-volt IC elec- 
tric field power plant. <A switch locat- 
ed on the instrument board prevents the 
application of the AC current to the DC 
motor or vice versa. 

Master instruments, together with the 
necess control valves, are mounted on 
& panel in the top of the cabinet, Indi- 
vidual items of test equipment consisting 
3f a thermocouple tester, pressure gauge 
tester, voltmeter tester, and altimeter 
tester are mounted in brackets near the 
panel,; These are easily removable for 
checking similar equipment in the air- 
Plane. Tachometer shafts, rubber hose, 
and suitable connections are contained 
in the lower part of the cabinet, These 
also are used for checking instruments 


in the airplane. 
the field test 


As at present designed 
ecking for accur 


unit is capable ofc 
the follo : Air-speed indicator, b 





and turn indicator, flight indicator 
(horizon), fuel pressure gauge, manifold 
ressure gauge, Oil pressure gauge, al- 
imeter, rate of climb indicator, tacho- 
meter (mechanical), tachometer (electric- 
al), thermocouple indicator, turn indi- 
cator (directional gyro), pitot static 
line, vacuum lines, and voltmeter. Plans 
are at  danyy ‘under way to include in 
the cabinet facilities for testing the 
automatic pilot also. 

The unit weighs approximately 300 

ounds, and because cf its compact size 
t will be possible to transport it from 
field to field by cargo airplane. 

In the future, when a pilot upon land- 
ing complains that his altimeter or air- 
speed indicator is malfunctioning, it 
will no longer be necessary to remove 
these instruments from the airplane for 
checking. Instead, the field test wnit 
will be wheeled up to the airplane and 
checxing may be started immediately. 
Through this method, not only can it be 
learned whether or not the pilot's im~ 
pressions were accurate, but in the ma- 
jority of cases a possible adjustment of 
the instrument may be accomplished with- 
out removing it from the airplane. 

It is quite obvious that such a system 
will definitely add to the life of the 
instrument by eliminating the wear and 
tear incident to the removal of the in- 
strument from the of fagemd the handling, 
packing and 5 | ry t must undergo in 
order to route it to a repair base and 
return. The set will also be exceeding- 
ly useful for the 40-hour inspection ser- 
vice, as well as for intermediate in- 
spections deemed advisable, 

Reports from stations where the field 
testing set has been located for service 
test purposes are most enthusiastic, and 
order for a large number for testing at 
ncaa number of fields is contemplat- 
ed. 

---000--- 


U. S, Army Weather Service 
(Continued from Page 3). 

teletype communications from the home 
station. Before cach mission the com- 
mander of the flight or the commander of 
the base confers with the meteorologist, 
receives an estimate of the weather sit- 
uation and bases his decision on the in- 
formation received. 

‘Although man will never be able to con- 
trol the elements, and to date made no 
steps in the synthetic duplication of any - 
of them on a large scale, yet he has made 
amazing progress in the interpretation: of 
the observed elements. Future years,with 
the constant research and development of 
instruments for observation poses, 
should serve to strengthen the importance 
of meteorology not only to the Air Corps, 
but to the people as a whole. 

- V-7648, A.C. 








26TH ATTACK SQD. RECEIVES EFFICIENCY AWARD 


The annual award for the tactical 

squadron having the highest military ef- 

7 ae nn during the year 1936-37 was 
iven to the 26th Attack Squadron, which 
s attached to tae 18th Pursuit Grow 


and stationed at Wheeler Field, Schofield) DuFrane, Jr., Air Reserve 


Barracks, T.H. The award is based on 


disciplinary record, neatness of _ barracks| é 
effi- | Wing Navigation Schoo 


and area, appearance of personnel 
ciency of tactical missions, main 


te 


nance 


of aircraft, and completion of the train-) “ 
| Dead Reckoni 


ing directive. 

Major General C.D. Herron, U,S. Army, 
Commanding General of the Hawaiian Divi- 
sion, Schofield Barracks, T.H., presente 
the streamer to Major G.A. 
mander of the 26th Squadron 
impressive ceremony at Whee 
January 138, 1938. 

In view of the high standards of train- 
ing and administrative efficiency demon- 
strated by all the Squadrons within the 
Group, the 26th Squadron is extremely 
gratified at having been awarded the 
streamer. 


duri an 
ler Field on 


---000--- 
FLYING BOAT FOR 19TH PURSUIT SQUADRON 
The 19th Pursuit Squadron at Wheeler 


Field, T.H., recently received its new 
flying boat, known to all pilots as "The 


Rabbi," and the rest of the Air Corps as | 


S43. 

This baby etieer came to Wheeler 
Field from Hamilton Field, Calif., on 
August 16th, last, at which time it was 
eourened to the 75th Service Squadron, 

On its first flight around the island, 
the honors went to Lieut. "Ken" Rogers, 
"Arch" Kelley, "Happy" Hopwood, end 
Staff Sgt. McCauley as its pilots and 
navigators. This flight occurred on 
December 14th, and it is reported that 
this ship is more than capable of ful- 
filling the requirements of an off- 

shore patrol boat to accompany the P-26's 
and new Attack ships. 

This is the same type of peerey that 
is being used commercially by the Inter- 
Island Airways with much success. for 
the Airways use it has been licensed to 
carry 22 passengers and two pilots. Thus 
it more t fulfills the Army's require- 
ment for storage space. It is felt that 
it will prove very satisfactory in co- 
operating with the faster and more power- 
ful Pursuit ships oe received. 
-—-—-0U0--— 


NAVIGATION TRAINING IN S5OTH OBS, SQUADRQV 


Officers of the 50th Observation Squad- 
ron, stationed at Luxe Field, T.H., are 
now in the peosees of becoming fuil 
fledged navigators. The practicability 


1 


ath 


McHenry, Com- | 





rollment of six officers, n mely: 

. Captain Homer W, Ferguson, lst Lieuts. 
‘Leland S. Stranathan and George F. Kehoe, 
‘Air Corps; lst Lieut. Edmund T, Gorman, 
,and 2nd Lieuts. James C. Cochran and 
Louis M, Gregory, Air Reserve. 

Second Lieuts, A,D. Olson and John L, 
are the in- 
'structors who are attempting to transfer 
‘the recent knowledge gained in the 18th 
to the Squadron 
‘School, 

To date, most of the ground work in 

| ng has been completed, and 
the first flying mission has been accom- 
ished by each student in the class. 

e results look promising. 


23RD BOMBARDMENT SQUADRON ACTIVITIES 


Since the first of the year, the cord 
|Bombardment Squadron, Luke Field, 1.H., 
has been devoting most of its flying 


| time to bombing missions, With exclusive 


use of the new maeeSing, toxge’ of the 
Sth Composite Group, this Squadron has 
‘been able to carry on quite a bit of in- 
| tensive bombing training. 

| Frequent mass flights to Burns Field, 
‘Kauai, for the purpose of ferrying equip- 
‘ment and personnel to the crew working 
'on the C-33, have also kept the Squadron 
(personnel busy, 

| The routine towing missions for the 
‘anti-aircraft batteries located at Fort 
|Kamehameha are keeping one Keystone on 
the go every day. At this writing no 
‘actual firing has been done, but the 
|batteries are soon scheduled to swing 

| into nen ~* 5 

| Many members of this 
iwaiting to greet old lvicaie in the 3lst 
|Bombardment Squadron upon its arrival 
iin the Hawaiian a. 

| ---000--- 
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RESERVE OFFICERS VISIT MITCHEL FIELD 


! 
| 


| Thirty-five ground arm Reserve officers 
iwere guests of the 97th Observation 
‘Squadron (Corps & Army) at Mitchel Field, 
i\N.Y., on February Sth. 
| The visiting Reserve officers complet- 
ed a two and one-half hour tour of this 
Air Base, under the guidance of Squadron 
officers, and attended ten demonstra- 
tions and short talks on the outstanding 
phases of Air Corps types of work and 
materiel. The O-46A, B-~10B, B-18 and 
$-43 airplanes were on display, Visitors 
were escorted through the hangars of the 
97th Squadron (Corps & Army) and the 
18th Reconnaissance Squadron (GHQ Air 
Force), as well as the Base Parachute 
Department, 97th Photo laboratory, and 
the Link Trainer Department. 

The group consisted of Reserve offi- 





of trying to carry on such a school 
along with squadron duties and squadron 
training is a point yet to be proved. 
The Squadron, however, has a class en- 


| 


| 


=O. 


‘First Division. 


cers on inactive status assigned to the 

The visit was in line 

with the desire of the Wer Department 
(Continued on Page 9 ). 


V-7648, A.C, 

















GRADUATION OF STUDENTS FROM ADVANCED FLYING SCHOOL 


On Wednesday, February 16th, Class 
38-A, composed of five ogular Arny. - 
officers, one foreign officer (Brazilian 
Army), and fifty-five Flying Cadets fin- 
ished the course of instruction and were 
pe wees tain certificates of 

he Air Corps Advanced Flying School, 
Kelly Field, Texas. 
The ceremonies of the day began with 


an inspection of the airplanes and crews 
at 8; a.m., following which airplanes 
began to take off at 9:10 a.m. Effect- 


ing rendezvous at Kelly Field No, 2, air- 


grenes began passing in review at 9:30. 

€ ergoues-cs review flight was compos- 
ed of fcrmations of 0-25's, BT-8's, 
BT-9'g, A-12's, A-17's and P-l2's. At 
10:45, the graduation exercises were 
held at the Post Theater, with Colonel 
William B, Tuttle, Engineer Reserve, de- 
livering the address and presenting cer- 
tificates to the graduates. 

The student officers comprising this 
Gretnesens class were Captain Clovis.\M, 

ravassos, of the Brazilian Army; 2nd 
Lieuts. Gordon H. Austin, Field Artil- 
lery; German P, Culver, Infantry, James 
R, Gunn, Jackson H, Gray and Harry R, 
Melton, Jr., Cavalry, U.S. Army. Lieut. 
Culver graduated from the U.S. Military, 
West Point, N.Y., on June 12, 1935, and 
the remaining four second lieutenants 
On June l2th of the following year. 
These five officers were transferred to 
the Air Corps on Jan 24, 1938, and 
assigned to duty, as follows: 

Lieuts. Culver, Gray and Gunn to the 
Philippines, Lieut. Austin to Bolling 
Field, D.C., and Lieut. Melton to 
Langley Fiela Va. 

All of the Flying Cadets who graduated 
in this class accepted commissions as 
second lieutenants in the Air Reserve, 
and were assigned to Randolph Field for 
temporary duty pending the receipt of 
orders for their departure to their new 


raduation fran 


| Wanamaker, Martin Eugene 
| Woltz, Eugene Carl 
. Sturges, Claude C., Jr. 
| Clark, William Coombs 
| Prommire, Theodere S., Jr. 
Ames, Richard Austin 
Marks, Magnus B. 
Martin, Kenneth; Ray 
| Pusey, Ralph Llewelyn 
| Beverly, Ernest Haywood 
| Coupland, Don 
| Zipp, Marvin Stell 
| Watt, James Richard 
| Brannon, Dale Donald 
| Wasem, Clinton Curtis 
| Mason, Robert Julian 
| French, Donald James 
, Emnens, Robert Gabel 
, West, Graham Warren 
' Anderson, Dale L. 
| Parker, Frank C., Jr. 
' McNickle, Melvin Francis 
MacNicol, George Mabin 
Armstrong, Hal Burrage,Jr. 
Ranck, Nathan Hoover 
| Taylor, Ray David 
; Bailey, J.C. 
| Korges, Woodrow Wilson 
| McClure, Hamilton 
| Atkinson, Gwen Grover 
_ Rison, Whitmell Tompkins 
| Haskett, James Warren 
| Tobler, Jesse Alton 
| Greene, George B., Jr. 
| Cowles, Ned Alexander 
|Marey, Joseph Coe 
| Keeffe, Harold Michael 
| Konepacki, Hubert J. 
| Richardson, Wayne K. 
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Rockville Center, 


Barnes, Kans. 
Wichita, Kans. 
Shreveport, La. 

Sangerville, Me. 
East Boston, Mass. 
Lynn, Mass. 
Minneapolis, Minn. 
Kensas City, Mo. 
Kansas City, Mo. 
Leurinburg, N.C. 
Kenmore, N.Y. 

N.Y. 
Canton, Ohio 
Columbus, Ohio 
Columbus, Ohio 
Norman, Okla. 
Eugene, Ore. 
Medford, Ore. 
Portland, Ore. 

West Pittsburgh, Pa. 

Norristown, Pa, 

Vermillion, S.D. 
Memphis, Tenn. 
Austin, Texas 
Austin, Texas 

Brownwood, Texas 
Durwnt, Texas 

Kingsville, Texas 
Lubbock, Texas 
Lufkin, Texas 

Chatham, Va. 
Norfolk, Va. 

. Bremerton, Wash. 
Seattle, Wash. 
Tacome, Wash. 
Yakima, Wesh. 
Madison, Wis. 

Manitowoc, Wis. 

Milwaukee, Wis. 


| 
| 
THE MOVE TO DENVER, COLO. 
| 


| After a long month's weit, the final orders 
| for moving the Departments of Photography and 


i Armament from Chanute Field, Rantoul, Ill., to 
| Denver, Colo., arrived at 8:00 a.m, February 

| 7th. Three days later, the freight and passen- 
| ger trains were on the way to Denver. 

| Says the News Letter Correspendent: 'We re- 

| marked with a smile that upon leading the 

| freight train this time (the second within five 


stations, 

Following the graduation exercises, 
the students entertained the oem Per son- 
nel ata a at the Officers! Mess. 
The Flying Cadet graduates are enumer- 
ated below, as follows: 


Garman, Ralph Sheldon Avenal, Calif.| weeks) cne less freight car was needed - 
Kofahl, Harold Eugene Fellewes, Calif.| there's nothing like practice. 

Kearby, Neel Earnest Los Angeles, Calif.; ‘Then, too, there was som ar t as to who 
Reedy, Allen Dale Ontaric, Calif.; was happier when the trains left - the Denver- 
Pardee, Elliott Thomas San Francisco, Calif.) bound people or the Chanute Field garrison. 
Bowen, John C. Santa Barbara, Calif.) ‘Hardly had the excitement of the move died 
Maupin, John C. Santa Barbara, Calif. dewn when a long expected epidemic broke cut - 
Edmundson, James V. Santa Monica, Calif.! long expected because ef the crowded conditions 


Denver, Colo.! existing here for the last month. The first F 
Greeley, Colo.’ case of acute septic tonsilitis was reported on 
Washington, D.C.! the afternoon cf February 12th. By noon the 
Miami, Fla.! next day, the smill Post Hospital was filled. 
Moscow, Idaho ' tainsHeine, Cameron and Olson, Medical 
Chicago, Ill.| Corps, foreseeing such an event, took strenuous 
Morrison, Ill.) action. The offices and classrooms of Hangar 1 
Michigan City, Ind. Continued on Page 13). 
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Hays, MacDonald Herbert 
Heintz, Adam Joseph 
Breathitt, James {II 
Tibbetts, Paul Warfield,Jr. 
McPherson, Clarence Edward 
Dick, Richard D. 

Kummrow, Robert A. 
Feallock, William.John IT 





THE NEV MARCH CLASS AT THE PRIMARY FLYING SCHOOL 


In the issue of the Air Corns News Letter of 
February 1, 1938, there were listed 121 stu- 
dents (100 candidates from civil life and 21 
enlisted men of the Regular Army) whe qualified 
for appointment as Flying Cadet and comprised 
the class up to that time slated to begin the 
course of training at the Air Corps Primary 
Flying School at Randolph Field, Texas, begin- 
ning March 1, 1938. 

Since that time, six. of the civilian candi- 
dates have for various reasyns declined the 
Flying Cadet ee ee them, while 
67 civilian candidates 7? enlisted men of 
the Regular Army were added to the list, so 
that at this writing the new class nunbers a 
total of 1989 students (161 candidates from 
civil life and 28 enlisted men of the Regular 
Army). The probability is that more students 
will be added to the list before the class ac- 
tually begins training. 

Candidates previously listed who declined ap- 
pointment are enumerated below, as follows: 


Hornsby, Claude E., dr. Centerville, Ala. 
McGaughey, Samel K. Roseburg, Ore. 
Ireland, Loren E. Selem, Ore. 
Reed, Charles ¥. Raymond, Wash. 
Moore, Kenneth C. Clarksburg, W. Va. 
Lippucci, Fred E. Morgantown, W. Va. 
The new students added to the class are list- 
ed below, as follows: 
Gray, Leon W. 
Torre-Bueno, Henry E.C. 
Golusha, Harry Leslie 
Edwards, Albert Benton,Jr. 
McCauley, Clarence V. 
Czajkowski, John 7. 
Yarbrough, Eugene T. 
Gaines, Alvin M. 


Tucson, Ariz. 
Tucson, Ariz. 

Little Rock, Ark. 
Berkeley, Calif. 

San Frencisco, Calif. 
East Hartford, Cenn. 
Washington, D. C. 
Atlanta, Ga. 


Eolbrook, Thomas F. Commerce, Ga. 
Babb, Harold T. Dalton, Ga. 
Clavelli, Oscar J. - Chicago, Ill. 
Gunzburger, Paul Chicago, Ill. 
Jarek, Frank W. Chicago, Ill. 
Harrison, Franciscus R. Danville, Ill. 
Shamel, Joseph Woodrow Urbena, Ill. 
Price, Bruce Burns Chicago, Ili. 


Oreana, Idano 
Bloomfield, Ky. 
New Iberia, La. 


Thornbrough, George Wayne 
Crouch, RE. 
Barrow, Leonard J., Jr. 


McKay, Curtis Andrew Bethesda, Md. 
Reed, Elsdon Horace Boston, Mass. 
Schofield, Parker Fall Boston, Mass- 
Galasso, Louis Frencis East Boston, Mass. 
Sorrenti, Joseph Elliott Everett, Mass. 
George, William S., Jr. Jamaica Plein, Mass. 
Butters, George W., Jr. Lexington, Mess. 
Lareche, Lawrence R. Worcester, Mass. 
Slaght, William EH. Detroit, Mich. 
Van Auken, Robert D. Detroit, ich. 
Beaver, John Donald East Lansing, Mich. 
Davenport, Jay Edwin East Lansing, Mich. 
Kregal, John William St. Paul, Minn. 
McKee, Seth Jefferson Illmo, Mo. 


Kansas City, Mo. 
Kansas City, Mo. 
Omeha, Neb. 
Athens, N.Y. 
Buffalo, N.Y. 


Hagemann, Werner G., Jr. 
Nelles, George S. 
Bloszies, Raymond Fred 
Saunders, Jack Wm. 
Rudell, Raymond Frank 


' 
} 





: Doerr, John J. Margaretville,' N. Y. 
Jensen, Dovre Christian New York, N.Y. 
Prieston, George E. New York, N.Y. 
Rouse, John Albert Rochester, N.Y. 
McLean, Frederick H. Lenoir, N.C. 
Browneville, John L. Boxley, Chio 
Burkert, Donald D. Columbus, Ohio 

| Creysdale, William E. Columbus, Ohio 
DeBolt, Arthur R. Columbus, Ohio 
Gould, Campbell H. Columbus, Ohio 

| Dick, Newton R. Tulsa, Okla. 


Uniontown, Pa. 
Providence, R.I. 
Anderson, S.C. 
Chattanooga, Tenn. 


Giannatti, James 
Murphy, Richard Francis 
Dean, Sammel C. 
Sherren, Fred 


| Morgen, Maurice Allen Austin, Texas 
| Stobaugh, Wiley J. Rallingtr, Texas 
| Smith, Josepk C. Brownsville, Texas 
| Crebtree, Martin Perdue Decatur, Texas 
| Nelson, Boyce M. Lubbock, Texas 
Kunter, James C. Nixon, Texas 
Strickland, Eugene Lee San Angelo, Texas 
Barksdale, William S., Jr. Randolph, Va. 
Grotte, Helmer Martin Seattle, Wash. 
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| Porter, Charles F. 


Seattle, Wash. 
Seattle, Wash. 


McDermid, Glenn A. 
Momyer, William W. 
Reppert, Howard Winston Buckhannon, W.Va, 
Whiteman, Harold J. Salem, W.Va. 
Flying Cadets - Enlisted Men 
Privates 





Urbana, Ill. 
53rd School Squadron, Randolph Field, Texas 
Maynard, Joe Edward Pikeville, Ky. 

A.C. Det., Schoen Field, Ft.Benj.Harrison,Ind. 
Towner, Heber F. Santa Ana, Calif. 

97th Obs. Squadron, Mitchel Field, N.Y. 
LeBourveau, Warren Flushing, N.Y. 

D.E.M.L., Governors Island, New York. 

Davie, Richard E. Butler, Okla. 
46th School Squadron, Randolph Field, Texas 
Ellison, Folden F. Altoona, Pa. 
Hq. and Hq. Squadron, Barksdale Field, La. 
Taylor, Robert W. Newport, Tenn. 

end Weather Sqdn., Fort Bragg, N.C. 


In the first gr of selected candidates for 
Flying Cadet anpointment, West Virginia led the 
various other States in the matter of represen- 
tation of native sons in the new class with 21, 
followed by Texas with 15 and California with 
ll. With the addition to the class of the 74 
students above enumerated, the delegation from 
West Virginia remains the same numerically, but 
by virtue of gaining 7 students in the later 
group, the deiegation from Texas has been rais- 
ed to 22. The Lone Star State has thus wrested 
the lead from West Virginia. California is 
represented by 14 students, New York and I1li- 
nois with 11 each, and Massachusetts with 9. 

Among the verious cities represented in the 
new class, Chicago has the largest delegation, 
with 6 students, followed by Columbus, Ohio, 
with four, and Seattle, Wash.; Tucson, Ariz., 
and Boston, Mass., —_ 3 each. 

-=—=-O Oo--=— 


Master Sergeant Carl T. Hale, Air Corps, was 


placed on the retired list at March Field,Calif., 


Feb. 28, 1938, after 30 years' service. 
V~7648, A.C. 














A STEREOSCOPIC VIEW OF POWER PLANT DEVELOPMENT AT WRIGHT FIELD 
By a Power Plant Enginecr 


The year 1937 found the Power Plant at 
the Air Core Materiel Division busy 
with transition from Little Engines to 
Big Engines, 
increasing demand, our test equipment 
went “over the hump" of 1,000 

When our dynamometer laboratory was 
originally set up, a 500-horsepower en- 
eine was a big one, and engineers in 
charge more than doubled the capacity of 
the dynamometers as a leeway for expan~ 
sion, To give them credit where credit 
is due, no one else foresaw the tremen- 
dous e sion that has taken place in 
the past few years. 

We are now 
tal ball, but instead of maltiplying our 
power absorption over current engine 
power by two, we are multiplying it _by 
three. Current engines are in the l, 
horsepower class, Our new dynamometers 
are capable of absorbing some 3,000 
horsepower. This has been made possible 
by installation cf new water brakes, In- 


cidentally, this is the last expansion 
which can rs accomplished in our present 
buildings. They are bulging at the 
sides now, 


Increase of the power absorption char- 
acteristics is merely part of the story. 
Related accessories come in for their 
share of expense. Soundproofed test or 
instrument rooms ee Fes i the several 
Cyhamcmetere have occupied our electric- 
al engineers for quite some time. Anyone 
who has ever experienced standing beside 
& 1,000-horsepower engine on the block 
Can easily comprehend the necessity of 
soundproofing. Without it our operators 
were about ready to "go over the hill" 
or be peoeee in a nice quiet room with 
& southern exposure. 

Concurrently with increase of power 
comes increase of speed, and to simulate 
air flow over cylinders of air (gas) 
cooled engines, the capacity and effici- 
ency of our blower fans had to be more 
than doubled, We don't like to quote 
figures, but we believe we could blow 
your hat off. Since the above changes 
are fast nearing completion, our Air 
Corps friends are invited to pay us a 
visit, to see firsthand the things we 
humbly try to explain in writi 


the multiplicity of eatee'e in the cock- 
pit, we have been attempting to reduce 
Our share of them, It seems 
equals MA and KE still equais 
in plain English, everything we get we 
have to pay for in some way. An auto- 
Matic tank selector is being developed. 
We haven't stopped guessing about auto- 
Ihatic mixture controls 
ulators, improvements punips and other 
accessories to help the tactical pilot 
who, with instruments, a million or two 
radio Switches, landing gear, flaps, 


Keeping pace with the ever- 
orsepower, 


ooking again into the crys-/ f 


000- 


page full well that the pilot abhors 
P 


that Fostill 
Tyeuv2 or, 


supercharger reg- 
in 


lights blinking, vibrators buzzing, needs 
no exercises to stimulate mental alert- 
ness while flying. Bear with us - some 
day our Utopia will be just a plain old 
throttle which may be bent forward and 
wrapped around another gadget put there 
because someone thought it would be a 
good idea. 

Liquid-cooled development has culmin- 
ated in the Y-1710 Allison engine pass- 
ing the type test at 1,000 horsepower. 

| This engine is to undergo extensive 
tests in the XFM-1 and P-37 airplanes, 
and it is believed will carry its share 
of airplanes through the air in the 


uture. 

The R-2600 (Wright) engine has recent- 
ly peeees avery creditable type test at 
1500 take-off horsepower, Pratt & 
Waitney is keeping pace with the 1830 
and 2180 series. 

All in all, we feel that the past 
has brought the service an increase in 
engine performance and penn pentane & in 
keeping with our desire to give the tac- 
tical pilot his power when, how, and in 
tie amount he desires, and to permit him 
to "fly through the air with the great- 
est of ease” as long as his gas supply 
holds out. 

Who said "What about spark plugs?" 

We still admit the plug situation is a 

“horse on the house," but we, with the 
aid of the industry, are doing our best. 
Have you any bright tena 
mm OO mw ee 


ear 


FUEL MIXTURE INDICATORS 


Service test of the Type A-l fuel mix- 
ture indicator has demonstrated its 
value, when properly installed and ser- 
viced, as a means of adjusting mixture 
controls to prevent engine overheating 
and wastage of fuel. It was recommended 
that an instrument for two-engine use 
and one for single-engine use, similar 
in design to the Type A~l fuel mixture 
indicator but having increased scale 
ranges, be standardized. 


---000--— 
Reserve Officers Visit Mitchel Field 
Continue rom Page - 


"to establish the sound mutual under- 
rr pen, which will lead to intelligent 
tactical cooperation between ground and 
air officers," as well as to enable Re- 
serve officers of all arms to keep in- 
formed of the igi omy changes and rapid 
rogress made in Air Corps tactical ma- 
eriels and procedure. 


=O oO eee 
Effective Febr 1, 1938, Colonel 
Jacob H, Rudolph, Air borps, who up to 
thet time held the temporary rank of 
Colonel, was promoted to the permanent 


rank of. Colonel. 
Bs : y-7648, A.C. 








STRONG WIND STIRS UP MUCH ACTIVITY 


On the afternoon of February 9th, a 
call for "everybody down to the hangar" 
was sounded. A C-33 Transport was in 
Sanger of being blown away. It had 
broken its moorings. 

"The first view which caught our atten- 
tion as we came on the field," says the 
News Letter Correspondent, "was one for 
which a cameraman would give his right 
arm, The C-33 was mired in the gumoo 
and a swarm of men were tying ropes to 
its wings and wheels, A wind of gale 
eomseseene mixed with rain was blowing, 

€ gauge in the Metro station register- 
ed 52 miles when it broke. It is esti- 
mated that a sixty miles per hour wind 
wac blowing at the time. 

"Colonel H.A, Strauss, Air Corps, and 
Lieut. L.L. Sailor, Air Reserve, pilots, 
from the Rockwell Air Depot, had flown 
in with a cargo, When it started to 
rain, the 6-33 was staxed down. Then @ 
wind sprang up. From the time the alert 
crew saw tne plane break its moorings 
and take off until it was safe in the 
hangar there wasn't a dull moment, Happy 
smiles suffused the faces of Colonel 
Strauss and Major H. S, Kenyon, Command- 
ing Officer of Moffett Field, as the big 
doors finally began to close on the sil- 
ver ship. 


~--000--- 
COMMERCIAL FLYING LURES AIR RESERVE PILCT 


. flying 
of weat 
|of terrain, servicing facilities and the 
' like was encountered, 
-mechanics on the flight, all inspection, 


: School. 





PURSUITERS COMPLETE LONG TREK BY AIR 


Pilots of the 27th Pursuit Squadron, 
Selfridge Field, Mich., on February 10th, 


completed a long and arduous trek by air 


that carried them through fifteen States 
and over a distance of 4600 miles. The 
flight was made as a formation extended 


‘cross-country, and all expenses except 
‘airplane fuel and oil were borne by the 
individual pilots. 


A great deal of valuable experience 
was gained by the members of the Squad- 
ron during the flight. Not only was 
pencomee’ in nearly every kind 

er possible, but also every kind 


There being no 


maintenance and other such duty was per- 
formed by the officers. 

An te arg interesting visit was 
made during the stop at Pensacola, Fla., 
to the United States Naval Air Training 
Naval officers representing the 
Commandant escorted the Army pilots 


| through the school and explained methods 


of instruction and installations, The 


‘Commanding Officer and members of the 
‘Squadron have expressed their gratitude 


to the United States Navy and particu- 
| to the officers stationed at Pen- 
sacola for their many courtesies. 
Anotser very interesting halt was made 
at the Air Corps' aerial gunnery camp at 
Valparaiso, Florida. Here the Squadron 


‘was delighted to find a beautifully laid 


Touching on the departure of an Air 
Reserve pilot from Mitchel Field, N.Y., 
to accept a positien in commercial avia- 
tion, the News Letter Correspondent 
states: 

"The 97th Observation Squadron (% & A) | 
bids farewell and good wishes to end Lt. 
R.W, Catlin, Air Reserve, who has revert- 
ed to inactive status insofar as tne 
Army is cencerned and to the obvicusly 
more enticing status of a commercial air- 
line pilet. It is presumed the towing 
of an anti-aircraft target with a Dovglas 
0-464 over Long Island is less inviting 
than turning a Douglas over to the "Iron 
Mike" from coast to coast, anc, of 
course, the Air Corps hasn't yet adopted | 
the hostesses as —e equipment!!!" 

-—-0U0-—-— 


Four B-18's settled cdewn on Randolph 
Field, Texas, on February 17th, after ex 
periencing bad weather during the "hop" 
from March Field, Calif. The Army air- | 
men piloti these e ships were par- | 
ticipating in a navigation flight to St. | 
Petersburg, Fla., and return. Included 
in the flight personnel were Lieuts. | 
John T, aaPthe’ \cauunaians Thomas R. 
Lynch, Harold J, Huglin and Robert 7. | 
Johnston, The flyers expectec to navi- | 
7 gee way by day and the other by 
n . 


ketty Field and, 


‘Gulf of Mexico. 
‘been made for the comfort _and diversion 
‘of officers on duty at Valparaiso, also 


| the Boeing P-26 airp 
| very 
i Lieu 
/raiso on the fourth dey of the trip. 


| to start it again, 


out flying field on the shores of the 
Every provision has 


for visitors during the short gunnery 
practice camps or who merely come to 


‘Valparaiso for the diversions offered, 


All the pilots expressed deep desire 


‘to try out the fishing and golf facili- 


ties at the first opportuni oy 
The Squadron ws Es, beg on this flight 
anes and, with two 
stood the long grind 
ezed strainer forced 
B eyer down at Valpa- 


exceptions, the 
well, A clo 
t. Julian M, 


There was no injury to the pilot or dam- 
age to the airplane. 

Lieut. James L, Bledsoe was forced to 
abandon his airplane about 30 miles west 
of San Antonio, Texas, when the engine 
suddenly failed and ignored all efforts 
r As the Squadron at 
that time was over terrain which preclud- 
ed any possibility of setting the P-26 
down, the pilot was forced to resort to 


‘his parachute at a low altitude and land- 


ed (as is the custom in Texas) in the 
usual mesquite tree. The demolished 
plane was some 200 yards distant. 

Lieut. Bledsoe was soon picked w? by 
a sheep herder and taken to a ranch, 


Later the sheep herder drove him to 

Lieut. Osborn flew up from 

after ferrying Lieut. 
vV-7648, A.C. 


Kerville. 

















Bledsoe to Duncan Field, Texas, where a | 
Selfridge Field transport plane, which 
was returning from California, provided 

im with means of transportation back to 
nis home station. pavgeqoens analysis 
snowed that the motor failure was due to 
the engins "throwing" the fuel injector 
Dlower. 

The sostenias radio was subsequently 
received at Selfridge Field from Briga- 
dier General Gerald C, Brant, Commanding | 
General of the Second Wing, GHQ Air 
force: 

"Desire to commend Major Taylor and 
other officers of your Group who parti- 
cipated in recently completed unit navi- 
gation flight. The accommlishment of 
this flight of over five thousand miles 
with but one chango in the flight sched- 
ule clearly indicates the high standard 
of pilot technique of the First Pursuit 
Group," i 

mmm OO ~ 


NEW CLASS AT AIR CORPS WEATHER SCHOOL 


The second class cf the Air Corps 
Weather School, looated at Patterson 
Field, Fairfield, Ohio, reported for 
duty on February lst. Twenty-six stu- 
dents from stations located in all parts | 
of the United States congregated to take 
advantage of this training. In the func- 
tioning of the Air Oaxee. accurate and 
efficient weather service has become of 
increasing importance. Especially has 
this become apparent with the advent of 
modern long range aircraft of large size 
and h landing speeds. 

The first class of the new school con- 
Pleted its work on J 28th. Of the 
original group of 25 students, all but 
five, who were relieved for various 
reasons, completed the course. Of the 
gramasec, Sergeant Ernest J. Fawbush,of 

arkedale Field, La., finished with the 
highest scholastic record. He was close-| 
iy fellowed by Sergeant Henry A. Mooney, | 
of Fort Bliss, Texas. The eh were | 
computed from the grades received in 
four subjects: Mathematics, Meteorology, 
Physics and Weather Forecasting. Members 

of the first class have already received 
orders covering their assignments to im- 
portant Air Corps centers where they 
will assume duties as weather forecast- 
eis of the Army. 

Under the direction of Lieut. Colonel 
J.H. Hoaghton, Commanding Officer of 
Patterson Fiela and Commandant of the 
Weather School, Captain Don R. McNeal, 
Signal Corps is in direct charge of 
Classes an instruction. He is assisted 
by Techriical Sergeant Bernheisl, Staff 
Sergeant Hubbard, Staff Sergeant Laurin, 
Staff Sergeant Franz and Sergeant Yatteau. 

The fellowing students assembled on 
Fe y ist for instruction in the cur- 
rent class, which will cover a period of 
five months: 

Technicel Sergeants Julian P, Orem, 
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| Westall 


| for six inches. 


Patterson Field, Ohio; eg oe mG Gordon, 
Fort Bragg, N.C.; Diram Arakelian, 
Barksdale Field, La.; and John S, 
Philips, Kelly Field, Texas, 

Staff Sergeants: Herman J, Pryber, 
Patterson Field, Ohio; Robert M, Glenn, 
ae Field, D.C.; William Farrell, 
Scott Field, 111. 

Sergeants: Charles F, Miller, Fort 
Leavenworth, Kansas; Edward D. Steel, 
Langley Fiela, Va.; John H. Butler, 
Chanute Field, I111.; Daniel Adams, Fort 
Benning, Ga.; Danny E, Neff, Patterson 
Field, dnio: Harry W. Larsen, March 
Field, Calif. 

Corporals: Morris W. Aberman, Mitchel 
Field, N.Y.; Norman L, ler, Barksdale 


Field, La.; Hugh P. Fredin, Fort Clark, 
Texes; Daniel §, Boynton, Bolling 
Field, D.C. 


Privates, lst Class: Thomas F, Kelly, 
Maxwell Field, Ala.; Frank Arietta, 
Tucson Ai ort, Ariz.; Wallace Brewer, 
Lorcsburg Airdrome, Texas; Robert I, 
Dunlop, Randolph Field, Texas; Hubert 
G, Seeker, Patterson Field, Ohio; Homer 
Hawes, Ford H, Leichel and Walter VW, 

; Hamilton Field, Calif., and 
Clayton D. Sherwood, Fort D.A. Russell, 
Texas. 0 
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WILD GEESE DISPUTE PLANE'S RIGHT OF WAY 


According to the March Field Corres- 
eg pm the story of the brave little 

ailor, who killed seven flies with one 
blow, was repeated with some variations 
recently when Major L.C. Mallory, Com- 
manding Officer of the 73rd Attack Squad- 
ron, reduced the. wild geese population 
by five — all in one full swoop. 

While Major Mallory was on a tactical 
mission near Lake Elsinore, Calif., six 
ne frightened by the sound of his 

ow-f lying ag tt rose directly in 
its path and, honking angrily, charged 
in dispute of his right-of-way. In the 
resultant clash between the metal behe- 
moth and the aerial "Light Brigade," one 
bird found its way into the oil radia- 
tor - and stayed there; one hit the left 
landing light and the passing light 
ge eg them and crumpling the wing 
in that vicinity; another smashed into 
the fairing over the right olso leg, 
which was retracted into its recess and 
which was later extended only with great 
difficulty; the fourth attacked the 
fairing around the main gas strainer, 
and the fifth delivored an effective 
blow on the leading edge of the right 
wing, crushing the skin and formers back 
The sixth bird, survey- 
ing the situation calmly, avoided injury - 
by charging in the opposite direction, 

Major Mallory, feeling not at all like 
the brave little tailor who advertised 
his feat with a placard in his window 
wheeled away from the scene of his tri- 
umph and flew home through a swirling 
cloud of feathers. 
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STAFF SERGEANTS QUALIFIED FOR APPOINTMENT AS TECHNICAL SERGEANTS, AIR CORPS 


Pust, Joseph E. 
Mullinix, Shockley D. 
Cuthbertson, Preston A. 
Parmentier, Lloyd 
Hoaclani, William 
Jones, George S. 
Cross, Charles kh. 
Smith, Lawrence 
Mealkemus, George D. 
Boudreaux, Henry D. 
Monroy, Phillip P. 
Jernizan, “illiam E. 
Yucius, Tony 
Tucker, Jars R. 
Fagan, Luther W. 
Willett, Roy R. 
Greene, Robert H. 
Williams, Leonard 
Antrim, Roland h. 
Horton, Dewey 
Hurst, Frank 
Peseman, Edwin 
Wolfe, Jack 

Darcy, Lawrence J. 
Steins, David 
Kramberg, Joseph 
Barker, Arthur C. 
Mehnert, Yilliam 
Skelton, Edward F. 
Ficks, Harry 

Sloan, Miles B. 
Carter, Lloyd 
Blesh, Eerl S. 
Brucher, Martin 
Fisher, Elmer H. 
Mesterson, John A. 
Gardick, Charles 
Benson, Harold P. 
Nipper, Eli 3. 
Dearborn, Jares E. 
Armstrong, Chester A. 
McClellan, Edwin J. 
Whitaker, Gerald CG. 
Dambroso, Tony 
Marshall, John A. 
Shelton, Luther 
Davis, Golden R. 
Bennett, Paul D. 
Mueller, Courtney K. 
Fredericks, Joseph M. 
Sequine, Cecil C. 
Hymes, Samel 
Silva, Mamel 
Flower, Abraham 
Fenry, William F. 
Yocum, Johnny V. 
Carlow, Harold F. 
Platt, Graham 
Jones, Thomas A. 
Deming, John B. 
Kievet, Anthony 
Pruitt, Cecil 
Barnhart, Lawrence E. 
Martin, Morris 
Simpson, Dewey H. 
Hoppe, Helrar B. 
Barkhurst, Frank M. 


Effective January 1, 1938 





63 
69 
70 
71 
72 
73 
74 
75 
76 
77 
78 
73 
89 
81 
82 
83 
84 
85 
86 
87 
838 
89 
Je) 
$1 
92 
$3 
o4 

95 

96 

97 

98 

99 
100 
101 
102 
103 
104 
105 
106 
107 
103 
109 
119 
111 
112 
113 
114 
115 
116 
117 
113 
119 
120 
121 
122 
123 
124 
125 
126 
127 
128 
129 
130 
131 
132 
133 
134 


Rubby, Louis 
Laquatra, Lee 
Aldrich, Guy A. 
Wetzorke, Bruno 
Boyles, George D. 
Gurley, Bert £. 
Norich, Albert I. 
Worthen, Roy E. 
Smith, Anthony 
Fygh, Relliford 
heilly, Clarence 
Richardson, Fomer L. 
Moore, John H. 
Tuffly, Edward W. 
Dossett, Elbert 
Boyles, James H. 
Saren, Jack 
Cheatham, Charles W. 
Fields, Wiley C. 
Kidd, Harvey C. 
Lovett, George W. 
Winfrey, Oliver A. 
Caleagno, Franx A. 
Ward, Walter lk. 
Eampton, Jack 
Washburn, Exory &. 
Senter, Herrmn F. 
Jensen, Oluf T. 
Gorman, Ancrew J. 
Benevides, Joseph M. 
Froberg, George W. 
Eanes, Louis V. 
Ross, Delno W. 
Mondt, Howard 
Si:anons, Joel A. 
Wheeles, Jonn A. 
Eldridge, Fussell 
Leonard, Dele F. 
Lazor, Thomas 
Kennolt, Henry P. 
Hensen, Henry P. 
Schultz, Steve J. 
Gerdugue, Gabriel 
Parmack, Robert W. 
Bathey, George E. 
Rogers, Sam F. 
Yacger, Adolph C. 
Martini, Henry 
Cerr, George W. 
Lengston, Wilbur E. 
idckey, Everett 
Criss, Karl . 
Huffman, Ernest J. 
Burton, Jack 
Tormey, Thomas P. 
Fields, Clarence D. 


MacDermott, William K. 


Dwyer, Charles L. 
Schuette, Aifred A. 
Anderson, Chauncey L. 
Weiss, Josevh 
Riviere, Jean E. 
Witwicki, Kazimir 
Reilly, Patrick D. 
Alexander, Nick 
Peterson, Cayus P. 
Eoekstra, Fobert 


135 
136 
137 
138 
139 
140 
141 
142 
143 
144 
145 
146 
147 
148 
149 
150 
151 
152 
153 
134 
155 
156 
157 
158 
159 
160 
161 
162 
163 
164 
165 
166 
167 
158 
159 
170 
171 
172 
173 
174 
175 
176 
177 
178 
179 
180 
181 
182 
133 
184 
185 
186 
137 
188 
189 
1390 
191 
192 
193 
194 
195 
196 
197 
138 
199 
200 
201 


“Appointed to grade of Technical Sergeant since January 1, 
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Ceris, John A. 
Chovenitz, Frank J. 
Weeks, Alvin C. 
Dobbs, Mack &. 
Jolly, Arthur 
Meeks, John D. 
McKown, Floyd K. 
Dooney, John J. 
Walsh, Bernard A. 
McGhee, Lester L. 
Phinney, Howard M. 
Ward, Leland S. 
Gregg, Exnctt L. 
Norris, Walter VW. 
Newlend, Gus V. 
Hagan, George M. 
Warren, Henry M. 
Shellhorn, Edward 
Terrell, Harry A. 
Ray, Floyd F. 
Lawson, Lane 
Harth, George J. 
Brock, Norris 
Charbough, Michael E. 
Visbal, Germain A. 
Novak, Louis W. 
Goulla, Jack 
Gutierrez, Arnoldo 
Nertin, Paul H. 
Hodges, Herbert P. 
DeFord, Lyman 
Smith, Sigsbee J. 
Felk, John A. 
Flores, Alberto 
Vidmar, Frank 
Delaney, Samel H. 
Cestlemaine, Earl W. 
Chestnutt, Herman L. 
Morrison, Jay P. 
Totu, Dona E. 
rmbrusto, Otto 
Beckham, Reuben S. 
West, Glass 
West, Henry lL. 
Peluso, Tony J. 
Martin, Troy V. 
Bryan, Hugh 
Weltz, William M. 
Simpson, Johmiie S. 
Mishmash, Charles J. 
McLish, William B. 
Townsend, Joel dH. 
Milliard, Peter L. 
Williamson, Henry 
Hall, Bolton 
Bishop, Chalmers N. 
Kolb, Peter, Jr. 
Micheel, Edward 
Mobley, Emmett A. 
Collins, Jacob 
Hunsberger, Horace K. 
Bernetchez, Antonin ?. 
Kaplek, Andy 
Laza, Joseph C. 
Podraza, Walter H. 
Pond, Everett L. 
Turner, Harry 
1938 
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202 Fajnik, Nickolas 219 Winter, David 235 Mooney, James P. 
203 Anning, Richard S. 220 Mulkey, Lloyd 236 Cornell, Harry B. 
204 Hope, Daniel 221 Koblitz, Monroe J. 237 MacKenzie, John H.. 
205 Nielson, Jean 222 Knowles, James R. 238 Irwin, Charles H. 
206 Hinck, Reuben 223 - Summers, Robert F. 239 Killian, Wiley 
207 Carnes, Charles A. 224 Weeks, Edward 240 Leonard, Frederick J. 
208 Oprenchak, John 225 Garcia, Adelm W. 241 Cates, William R. 
209 Prince, Kerman 226 Fields, Edward B. 242 Thomes, Dale E. 
210 Kelly, Bernard F. 227 Brockhausen, Fred C. 243 Salmon, Henry P. 
211 Edmondson, Albert B. 228 Burt, Albert B. 244 Caraway, Rayford A. 
212 Browning, Berl H. 229 Kirkpatrick, Everett 245 McQuillan, William P. 
213 Powers, Barron C. 230 Roberts, Linah L., Jr. 246 Scott, Orvel W. 
214 Barnhill, Jesse J. 231 Ferrell, Herbert W. 247 Payne, Lemel T. 
215 Allison, Roy E. 232 Gilinsky, James L. 248 Hraback, Joe S. 
216 Hollis, Claud D. 233 Lynch, Eugene F. 249 Fowler, Byron L. 
217 Shelley, Verl A. 234 Hamsher, Chester L. 250 Benson, Harry A. 
218 Illy, John 
~~=-O00-<= 


The Move to Denver, Colo 


(Continued from Page 7 


were prepared for further cases; a civilian 

nurse was hired and lst Lieut. Jarvis, Medical 

Reserve, was immediately called in and addi- 

tional medical supplies were obtained. Three 

cage later the epidemic was over and, best of 

all, the attack was oe to the post alone. 
~-——O' o--= 


RESERVE OFFICER KILLED IN AIR COLLISION 


Second Lieutenant Richard Dale McCloskey, Air 
Reserve, was killed at Kelly Field, Texas, on 
the morning of February llth, as the result of 
an airplane collision in mid-air. Lieut. 
McCloskey was flying in a Pursuit formation of 
P-12 type airplanes. The flight, which was a 
training mission for instructing, was practic- 
ing Pursuit maneuvers about a mile southeast of 
Kelly Field. Captain Burton M. Hovey, Jr., was 
the flight commander, and Lieut. Marvin F. 
Stalder was the element leader of the second 
element. In executing an in place turn in 
string formation, Lieut. McCloskey's plane, 
which was No. 3 in the string, collided with 
Lieut. Stalder's plane. The propeller of the 
latter's plane cut through the fuselage of 
Lieut. oskey's plane. Lieut. Stalder was 
able to make a dead stick landing with his 
plane without injury to himself. 

Lieut. McCloskey, a student of Class 25-B, 
graduated from the Air Corps Advanced Flying 
School, Kelly Field, on June 17, 1936, special- 
izing in Pursuit Aviation. Upon graduation he 
was assigned to Selfridge Field, Mt. Clemens, 
Mich., for one year as a flying cadet, and 
later received his commission in the Air Re- 
serve. He was born on June 16, 1911, at Lock 
Haven, Pa. He graduated from Franklin and 
Marshall College in 1934. 

Lieut. McCloskey is survived by his wife 
Mrs. Margaret Drisken, his mother, and Vaughan 
McCloskey, his brother. Funeral services were 
conducted at the Post Chapel at Fort Sam 
Houston, Texas, and interment was at the 
National Cemetery at that station. 

The deep sympathy of the Air Corps is extend- 
ed to the bereaved relatives and friends of the 
deceased officer, * 
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REESTABLISHMENT OF BOMBARDMENT TRAINING 


At the Advanced Flying School at Kelly Field, 
Texas, beginning February 23rd with the incom 
ing class which graduated from the Primary Fly- 
ing School, Randolph Field, Texas, Bombardment 
training was reestablished, and the following- 
named Air Corps officers were assigned to the 
Bombardment Section: Major John V. Hart, Chief 
of Section; Ist Lieuts. Delmar T. Spivey, Roy 
D. Butler and Roger J. Browne, Instructors. 

The 101 students of Class 38-B, recently 
graduated from Randolph Field, comprising 2 of- 
ficers of the Regular Army, § foreign officers 
and 93 Flying Cadets, were scheduled to be as- 
signed to the specialized sections of the Ad- 
vanced Flying School, as follows: 

Attack: 3 foreign officers and 32 Flying 
Cadets. 

Bombardment: 10 Flying Cadets. 

Observation: 2 Regular officers, 2 foreign 
officers and 16 Flying Cadets. 

Pursuit: 1 foreign officer, 35 Flying Cadets. 

Actual flying training for the new class at 
the Advanced Flying School was scheduled to 
begin on March Ist. 


; MARCH FIELD PILOTS ON EXTENDED NAVIGATION FLIG&: 


| 





Major Lucas V. Beau, Post Adjutant, March 
Field, Calif., recently returned to his home 
station following an extended z-country . flight 
with Major Earl S. Hoag, lst Ving, as co-pilot, 
in a C-33 Trensport, for the purpose of ferry- 
ing twelve enlisted men from March Field te 
Fort Monmouth, N.J., for training at the Amy 
Si School. 

mn the return flight, the two March Field of 
ficers landed at Maxwell Field, Ala., where 
they received telegraphic permission from B.ige- 
dier Delos C. Emmons, of the lst Wing, GHQ Air 
Force, to proceed with members of the Air Corps 
Board to Barksdale Field, La., to witness an 
Air Corps tactical demnstration in which 3-168 . 
airplanes from March Field participated. 

Contribution of material to the News Letter 
from France and Albrook Fields, Panam Canal 
Zone, will be greatly reciated. News from 
the ''Zone"' is alweys of interest. 
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SOME FACTS on THE AIR CORPS TRAINING CENTER 


The address delivered by Colonel Wn. B. | One for the reason that the fields con- 
Tuttle, Engineer Reserve, U.S. Army, dur-! templated were too close together and 
ing the exercises incident to the gradua- that the congestion in the air which 
tion of the students of the Advanced Fly-' would result would bring about an unne- 
ing School, Kelly Field, Texas, on Febru-| cessarily large number of accidents. In- 
ary 16, 1938, is quoted below, as follows: stead, these officers recommended the 

"Colonel Kropeted, ladies and gentlemon, procurement of at least one other flying 





and graduates: 'Tield some distance from Kelly Field. 
"T am going to talk particularly to | “Accordingly, the two additional sites 
the graduates and tell them something ;near South San Antonio were given up, 


about the history of the Air Corps Train-; and again representatives of the Chambor 


ing Center. The facilities for training of Commerce, acting for the United 
which the graduates of today have had the States Government, were given the task 
advantage of did not just happen by of securing another field. It was stip- 
chance. They are the result of careful ulated that this field must be fairly 
study and planning by officers of the ‘close to San Antonio, on a good highway, 
Regular Army, supplemented by financial with railroad facilities, electric ser- 
support and many months of endeavor by vice, and a good water supply; and ac- 
the citizens of San Antonio, and by the (| cordingly the area, which later became 


earncst support of a few far-seeing mem- | kmown as Brooks Field, was secured. Tenm- 


bers of Congress. | POreny wooden quarters, buildings, and 
"The history of the military flying vars were built up on both Kelly 
fields in and around San Antonio an | Field and Brooks Field, and what is now 
with the construction of one small frame _}mown as Kelly Field was separated from 
hangar in the area now occupied by the /Duncan Field, where the warehouses were 


2nd Division at Fort Sam Houston, and no | established. 
development of any conseouence:was made § "Conditions then remained practically 


until the beginning of the World War. unchenged until in 1926, when Colonel 
"After the beginning of the World War, |C,C, Culver, Commanding Officer of Kelly 

the land now occupied by Duncan Field ‘Field, and Major Ralph Royce, Commanding 

was taken under option by a committee ‘Officer of Brooks Field, acting under 


from the San Antonio Chamber of Commerce, | Major General Mason M, Patrick, then 
acting for the government, and later the Chief of the Air Corps, recommended addi- 
land now occupied by Kelly Field was add-| tional facilities, and a bill was intro- 


ed the whole area then being know as | duced by Congressmin Frank W, James ro- 

Kelly Field. | posing the expenditure of $1,856,000 Por 
"Kelly Field was at first mainly a con- the construction of a new rimary flying 

centration camp for personnel. There field. This bill passed the House, but 

were very poor facilities for housing ‘was eliminated before a Senate Committee 

and the place was crowded with recruits, | because of the oe of certain 

and with officers with little or no cx- {Senators who took the position that no 


perience. As many as 40,000 men were |appropriation for such construction 
said to have been in camp et the maximum. | should be made unless the government had 
A few experienced Regular Army officers, land available on which to build. 


assisted by the temporary officers as- | “Brigadier General Frank P, Lahm took 
signed to the , gradually worked ‘command at Kelly Field on September 1, 
system and discipline into the organiza- 1926, and organized the Air Corps Train- 
tion, and the development of a real (ing Center, uniting Kelly Field and 
field began, | Brooks Field under one command, Very 
"The plans at this time contemplated soon thereafter he advised the Chairman 
an Air Corps Training Center, includi land the Vice Chairman of the Military 


the construction of two additional fields Affairs Committee of the Chamber of Com~- 
in the vicinity of Kelly Field, one of ‘merce that a large primary flying field 
them to the southwest of San Antonio and |would be located somewhere in the United 
the other south of South San Antonio;and ‘States, and that if it was to be located 
representatives of the San Antonio Cham- /in the vicinity of San Antonio it would 
ber of Commerce again undertook the duty |te necessary for the citizens to provide 





of obtaini the necessary options for japproximately 2,000 acres of land for 
the United States Government. | this Por pose; . 
"The necessary options had practically ,_ "A little later, brigadier General 


all been obtained when a commission of | James E, Fechet, then Assistant Chief of 
foreign officers who were familiar with the Air Corps, stated that the Army re- 
the flying training in Burope was brought | garded the vicinity of San Antonio as 
to the United States on a tour of inspec-| the most favorable location for the new 
tion and recommendation, These officers |primary flying field, but that while 
on being advised as to the plans for Ronmmece was apparently willing to ap- 

the three-unit training center in the 'propriate the funds necessary for the 
vicinity of South San Antonio immediate- | construction of such a field no apyeryes- 
ly stated that the plan was net a good sation for the purchase of Pee . ) 

- nasi ~ is 








secured, . 

"In April, 1927, a board of officers 
from the Air Corps Training Center was 
appointed to locate a desirable site for 
& new primary flying field in this vi- 
cinity; and on M 1927, an engineer 
ah ggg ape the ilitary Affairs Com- 
mittee of the Chamber of Commerce was 
also placed on this work, 

"In May, 1927, following a dinner 
_— by the Chamber of Commerce to a 

arge number of Mfeiypeie military author- 
ities, there was a meeting at the Plaza 
Hotel at which there were present Hon, 
Trubee Davison, Assistant Secretary of 
War ; Be General Mason M, Patrick, 
Chief of the Air Corps; Brigadier General 
Frank P, Lahm; Senator Morris Sheppard; 
Congressman Harry M. Wurzbach, represen- 
tative from this district; R.W. Morrison, 
President of the Chamber of Commerce; 
Colonel W.B. Tuttle, Chairman of the 
Military Affairs Committee of the Cham- 
ber of Commerce; and L.B, Clegg, Vice 
Chairman of the Military Affairs Commit- 
tee of the Chamber of Commerce. At this 
meeting it was stated that while the 
government would like, sn account of 
military and climatic reasons, to have 
the new ieee training field located 
in the vicinity of San Antonio, it would 
be impossible to locate the field in 
this vicinity unless a suitable tract of 
land was made available without cost to 
the government. 

"Following this meeting, the search 
for'a suitable tract of land continued. 
It was required that approximately 2,000 
acres be secured at a distance of be- 
tween 5 and 10 miles from the outer city 
limits of San Antonio, and that this 
land should be on or near a railroad; 
that it should be on or near at least 
one good highway, and that it should be 
possible to secure water, electric light 
and power, gas, and transportation facil- 
ities without undue cost. 

"More than 20 possible sites were sug- 
gested, and each of these sites was in- 
spected, first by an engineer acting for 
the Military Affairs Committee of the 
Chamber of Commerce, and then by officers 
from the Air Corps fraining Center. 

"The Military Affairs Committee of the 
Chamber of Commerce was advised that the 
Air Corps had selected several possible 
sites for the proposed flying field; and 
that the first choice of the Air Corps 
was a tract known as ‘Calf Hill,' about 
five miles east of the city limits of 
San Antonio; and the second choice a 
tract of land near Elmendorf, about ten 
miles southeast of the city limits of 
San Antonio. . 

"In the latter 95% of October, 1927, 
General Lahm stated that an area more 
Suitable than the 'Calf Hill' tract had 
been located by the Air Cores officers 
near the town of Schertz, e Military 
Affairs Committee of the Chamber of Con- 
merce then sent an engineer to look over 
this site, and E.J. Altgelt and John B, 





ashreees Company was advised b 


Carrington were given the task of secur- 
iing the necessary options. The area was 
mostly very level and well developed ag- 
ricultural land, and it was found that 
most of the owners of the 24 farms in- 
volved would not sell ry at bee | 
pp figures, and of them at first 
refused to sell at all. The Committee 
was informed that Congressman James 
would require definite assurance by 
December 31, 1927, that the site near 
Schertz would be available, and great ef- 
fort was necessary to obtain the necessa- 
ry options in the required time. Mr, 
Altgelt and Mr. Carrington were greatly 
assisted in this work by Franz C, Groos, 
who was made custodian of the funds with 
which the options were obtained, and by 
other citizens cf San Antonio, 

"In order to provide funds for the tak- 


ing of the necessary options and provide 
for expenses incident to the acquiring 
of the land, the business men of San 


Antonio formed a corporation under the 
name of the San Antonio Airpcert Companys 
largely through the efforts of Porter A, 
Whaley, Manager of the Chamber of Com- 
merce, A total of 182 firms and individ- 
uals subscribed to the stock of this cor- 
poration, and a total of $50,000 was 
paid in. This corporation was not oper- 
ated for profit, and the proceeds sub- 
eared finally became practically dona- 
ions. 

"It was evident that it would be im- 
possible to raise upwards of one-half 
million dollars, which would be required 
to complete the purchase,: in time to 
meet the demand of Congressman James 
that assurance be given by Decembsr 31, 
1927, that the land on the Cibolo near 
Schertz would be made available. Judge 
R.,L, Ball headed a committee to investi- 
gate the possibility of the te 4 as- 
Sisting in the financing; and the Mayor 
ef San Antonio, Hon. C.M, Chambers, and 
the City Commissioners, Hon, Phil 
Wright, Hon, Ray Lambert, Hon. Paul E£., 
Steffler and Hon, Frank Bushick, met the 
noma} pees by deciding that the city 
would borrow sufficient money to com- 
Plete the purchase, On December 19,1927, 
the City Commission passed an ordinance 
authorizing such action, A party from 
the City Engineer's office, headed by 
Thomas H, Coghill, was sent out to make 
a survey of the property. The County 
Judge and the County Commissioners 

eed to close a road which led across 
the tract desired by the Air Corps, and 
assisted in other wars 

"In tae interim between the purchase 
of the land from its original owners and 


its chase by the city and acceptance 
be the United States, there was a time 
when a group of citizens of San Antonio 


stood individually responsible for the 
entire amount of $546,000, These indi- 
viduals were L.B, Clegg, L.J. Hart, E.J. 
Altgelt and R.J. Boyle. 

On August 21, 1928, the San Antonio 
a letter 
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from Captain Dorris A. Hanes ef the Quar-~ 
termaster Corps that the title to the 
land donated to the use of the govern- | 
ment as a flying field had been approved | 
by the Attorney General; and that the 
Acting Secretary of War had accepted 
this gift on A st 18, 1928; and that 

the fee simple title to the entire area 


was algo stated that the Quartermaster 
General desired that an expression of 
appreciation be made for this generous 
donation, 

"The land for Randolph Field now hav- 
ing been provided, Congressman James and 


To Barksdale Field, La.: Richard 
Dowdy Callaway, ae Sheldon Garman, 
Harold Eugene Xofahl, Whitmel Tompkins 





Rison, 
To Langley Field, Va.: Richard Austin 
Ames, Ernest Haywood Beverly, William 


| Coombs Clark, Don Coupland, George Benja- 
‘min Greene, Jr., Fr 
was then vested in the United States. It! 


Claveloux Parker, 
Jr., Dale Leroy Anderson, Marvin Stoll 
Zipp. 

To Selfridge Field, Mich.: 
Armstrong, Jr.; Gwen Grover Atkinson, 
Dale Donald Brannon, James Breathitt,3d, 





| Ned Alexander Cowles, William John 


Feallock, II, MacDonald Herbert Hays, 


Congressman Wurzbach successfully contin- Neel Kernest Kearby, Woodrow Wilson 


ued their efforts to secure the necessa- | 


ry appropriations to carry on construc- 
tion work, and Senator ror Sort and 
Senator Connally also lent 

ance; and the Quartermaster Corps anc 
the Air Co 


tion of Randolph Field. The actual 


amount of land taken over by the govern- | 
ment for Randolph Field was 2,368 acres. | 


"The development of Randolph Field, 
which began on October 11, 1928, under 
Captain A.W. Parker, Constructing Quar- 
termaster, was rapidly pushed forward; 
and that institution stands for itself 
today, a thing of beauty and of great 
practical worth, 

"Duncan Field, with its shops, has 
been rejuvenated, and the move to re- 
build Kelly Field is on the way. 

"A bill sponsored by Mr. Maverick is 
now before Congress which will provide 
means for closing the old Laredo road 
which now runs through Kelly Field, and 
which is hazardous both to flying and 
to travelers. 

"San Antonio and its citizens are 
proud of the Air Training Center which 


they have helped to create; and proud of | 


you, the graduates of the Training Cen- 
ter. For them I extend to you graduates 
our congratulations for the work you 
have done in cht Bs | this well merited 
degree, and appreciation for your patri- 
otism and your effort in performing this 
work, " 

~---000--~- 


TRAINING CENTER GRADS ASSIGNED TO FIELDS 


heir assist- | 
| Wasem, James Richard Watt, Melvin Francis 
s used every effort to expe- | 
dite the detailed plans for the construc- 


| Ranck, 


| Wanamaker. 
| Qo Fort Riley, Kansas: Harold Micheal 
Keeffe, Hubert John Konopacki, Robert 

‘Albert Kummrow, Wayne Kimball Richardson, 
|Eugene Carl Woltz, 


Korges, George Mabin MacNicol, Hamilton 

McClure, Magnus Buddy Marks, Kenneth Ray 
Martin, Theodore Stanley Proxnire, Jr., 

Ralph Llewelyn Pusey, Clinton Curtis 


McNickle. 

To Fort Knox, Ky.: 
Dick, 

To Brooks Field, Texas: Donald James 
Frenca, 


Richard Dellingor 








James Warren 





| To Fort Bernng, Ga.; 
Haskxett, Paul Wartie Tibbets, Jr. 


[o Moffett Field, Calif.: Robert 
Nathan Hoover 





‘Norton Maupin, 


To Fort Bragg, N.C.: 





Jesse Alton 
Martin Eugene 


To Fort Lewis, Wash.: 





| Tobler. 


To Fort Sill, Okla.: 
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DFC AWARDED LIEUT. ELLIS 


At a formal review at repel Field, 
‘Texas, at 9:00 a.m, February leth, the 
‘Distinguished Flying Cross was awarded 
to 2nd Lieut. D'Ross Ellis,Air Reserve. 


|The review included Air Corps officers, 
| student officers,flying cadets, and all 
|enlisted men stationed at the field, 

|The presentation was made by Major Gen- 


eral Herbert J. Brees, Commanding Gener- 
'al of the 8th Corps Area. 

Lieut, Ellis was awarded the medal for 
heroism in landing a me li lane after 


Under Special Orders of the War Depart-| the pilot, Lieut. Robert §, Fisher, had 


ment, recently issued, the Flying Cadets 
who eeraneses. from the Air Corps Advanc- 
ed Flying School on February 16, 1938, 


‘fallen to his death. The accident oc- 
‘curred during a flight from ary | 
|Field, Dallas, Texas, to Oklahoma City, 


and who were commissioned second lieuten-| Qxla,, on April 24, 1937, 


ants in the Air Reserve, are directed to 


precesd On or about March 4, 1938, to 
he Air Corps stations indicated, viz: 

To March Field, Calif,: J.C. Bailey, 
JO inton Bowen, James Valentine 
Edmundson, Robert Gabel Emmens, Adam 
Joseph Heintz, Clarence Edward McPherson, 
Joseph Coe Marcy, Robert Julian Mason, 
Elliott Thomas Pardee, Allen Dale Reedy, 


Claude C, Sturges, Jr. David Taylor 
Graham Warren fest. ams - 


Tests to determine the roquirements 
for tugs 0.1 tractors suitable for towing 
lates airplanes were recently conducted 
at ley Field, Va. Five manufactur- 
.ers gubmitted a total of nine different 
vehicles, both whseled and track laying. 
Specifications for the equipment will be 
prepared by the Air Corps Materiel Divi- 
sion in the near future. 





Hal Gurrage 
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STILL MORE STUDENTS FOR THE TRAINING CENTER 


On page 8 of this issue ef the News Letter it | 


is stated that the March, 1938, class at the 


Air Corps Primary 


Flying School, Randolph Field,' 


Texas, totals 189 students (161 candidates from, 
civil life and 28 enlisted men of the Regular 


Army) 


In the words of a well known motion picture 


detective of Oriental ancestry, we mist add 
"Correction, please,'' for since this page 
written a few days ago 66 additional candidates 
have qualified for a Flying Cadet appointment, 


so that as thi 
stands at 255 


was 


is being written the score sts 
225 candidates from civil life 


and 30 enlisted men of the Regular Army). The 
66 additional qualified candidates, soon to 
begin flying training at Randolph Field, are 


enumerated below, as follows: 


Civilian Candidates 





Chaffin, Harold N. 
Williams, Robert Bennett 
Altman, Frederic Gans 
Terry, David D., dr. 
Fletcher, Thomas, Jr. 
Breckinridge, John P. 
Holsteen, Theodore Frederick 
Berry, James D. 

Breindel, George Joseph 
Norrod, Albert Burice, Jr. 
Pallister, Frencis J. 
Aklen, Frank 

Cellini, Oliver G. 

Morse, Harold Henry 
Neely, Clarence Arthur 
Barthelmess, Karl Theodore 
Wiltjer, Clarence Peter 
Peffer, David McNair 
Beightol, Willis E. 
Numfeld, Harold EF. 
Lombardo, Michael 
Barnett, James Alex 

Sass, Edward Jobn, Jr. 
Compton, Keith Karl 
Spencer, Trumen Augustus,Jr. 
Woyke, Max Eric 

Van der Zee, John N. 
Spurgeon, Raymond Robert 
McNeal, Thomas Carl 
Narecki, Frank H. 
Newman, Neil A. 

Grambo, Frederick C. 
Rowland, Robert Richard 
Pasjanon, Arthur Walter 
Jackson, J. Garrett 
Kennedy, James Yo 
Schwab, James Russell 
Baseler, Robert Lee 
Oeltman, John T. 
Worley, Earl W. 

Harmel, John C, 

Smelser, Harold Caldwell 
Looke, Cecil James, Jr. 
Pulliam, Harney Lee Van 
Ravey, Charles Hubert 
Ruggles, Charles Edward 
Faulkner, Cecil L. 
Hubbard, William Edward 
Henry, John Bailey, Jr. 
Banks, Wilson H. 
Collins, Charles Monroe 


Fort Smith, 
Fort Smith, 


Little Rock, 
Little Rock, 


Scott, 


Ark. 
Ark. 
Ark. 
Ark. 
Ark. 


State College, Ark. 


Hollywood,Calif. 


Washington, 
Washington, 
Washington, 


Urbane, 


West Lafayette, 
Webster City, 


Wichita, 
Detroit, 


D.C. 
D.C. 
D.C. 
D.C. 
Ill. 
Ill. 
Thi. 
Tll. 
Til. 
Tll. 
Ind. 
Towa 
Kans. 


College Park, Md. 


Mich. 


St. Joseph, Mo. 


Battle Creek, Mich. 





Jackson, Urban Blake Corpus Christi, Texas 
| Easley, Sanmmel James Fort Worth, Texas 
Jenkins, Jack Simmons Lubbock, Texas 
Dunn, Frank Lowry San Antonio, Texas 
Gimble, Siddney B., Jr. San Antonio, Texas 
Krough, Louis Henry,Jdr. San Antonio, Texas 
Ezzell, Ben Q. San Benito, Texas 
Tinker, Clarence L., Jr. Arlington, Va. 
Moore, Presley William Staunton, Va. 
Gustafson, Ray William Seattle, Wash. 


Lyons, Robert William 
Wood, Curtis Edward 
Udelhofen, Charles 
Enlisted Men 
Wright, Adolph M. Louisville, Ky. 
12th Obs. Squadron, Goodman Field, Ky. 
Wawrukiewicz, Waldemar A. Chicago, Ill. 
Medical Dept., Station Hospital, Selfridge 
Field, Mt. Clemens, Mich. 


Tacoma, Wash. 
Huntington, W.Va. 
Cassville, Wis. 





A revision is in order in eonnection with the 
figures given in the previous article regarding 
State representation of native sons in the new 
class. Texas has forged far ahead of all other 
States with her delegation of 38 students, a 
recerd nunber, frllowed by West Virginia with 
22; Illinois, 21; Ohio, 16; California, 15; New 
York, 13 and Michigan, 10. 

As to the various cities represented in the 
class, Chicago, the leader, increased her dele- 
gation to ll students, followed by Cleveland, 
Ohio, and Washington, D.C., with six each; 
Austin, Texas, with five; San Antonio and 
Lubbock, Texas; Columbus, Ohio, and Detroit, 
Mich., with four each; and Dallas, Texas; 
Boston, Mass.; Atlanta, Ga.; Tucson, Arizona; 
Little Rock, Ark., and Seattle, Wash., with 
three each. 

Since the dead line for the acceptance of 
students for the March class was set for March 
9th, it would seem that the roster is due for 
another revision when the gong finally sounds 
for full speed ahead. 
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| 
| 
Roswell, N. M. | 
Brooklyn, N. Y. | BOMBING DEMONSTRATION BY 96TH SQUADRON 
Berea, Ohio | 
Cincinnati, Ohio | The 96th Bombardment Souadron of Langley Field, 
Cleveland, Ohio | Ya., performed a demonstration mission on Feb- 
Cleveland, Ohio | ruary 5th for the students of the Air Corps 
Cleveland, Ohio , Tactical School on the bombing range at Barks- 
Cleveland Heights, Ohio | dale Field, Le. 

Lodi, Ohio , Three 3-17 Bombardment planes from this 
Warren, Ohio , Squadron and one attached from the 20th 3om- 
Altus, Okle. bardment Squadron performed this bombing mis- 
Sayre, Okla. | sion - demonstrating a method of attack on an 

Tonkewa, Okla. outlined target, using various types of bombs 
Ardmore, Pa. | and fuzes. | 
Cherlevoi, Pa. | The weather on the day of the demonstration 
Littlestown, Pa. | was unusually poor, necessitating the dropping 
Lemmon, S.D. | of these demolition bombs at a minimm altitude 
Nashville, Tenn. , of 3,500 feet. The bombers and pilots,however, 
Austin, Texas | put on an excellent demonstration of "crashing 
Austin, Texas | thru'' with an exhibition of hitting the 
Austin, Texas | 'bull's-eye'' at an altitude from which the 
Austin, Texas | pilots of this Squadron had never before droppe¢ 
Bellevue, Texas | demolition bombs. Several low order detonation: 
College Station, Texas | with the large bombs did not give the students 
Charlotte, Texas ; the necessary blast data required, but the 
Dallas, Texas | critical eye of the Air Corps Tactical School 
Dallas, Texas | authorities pronounced the demonstration a suc- 
cess even under the poor weather conditions. 
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The Argentine Flight ing his B-17 aside, he flew around the 
(Continued from Page 2). edge of the pevere for an hour and . 
looked too inauspicious. Turning left Pestanpetogh seat” bead now get int 
at Santiago, they climbed to an altitude |k1 Palomar Field. j 
of 21,000 feet for safe passage over the | Shattering all records, in spite of 
legendary treachery of the Andes. One (his delayed lending, Major Meloy drop- 
comfort the flyers eueree as eri ereee-| Bed ee Aer eee press”, see El oo 
ed over those jagged peaks was the radio |mar Field, Buenos Aires ours an 
communication taney were able to maintain /9 minutes after his Peruvian take-off. 
with their flight leader, Colonel Olds. (On landing at the Argentine airdrome, 
Selanie athens ‘one logvasstne Sotuee?'c| ettteints Of Gee fin anerteaniarane Jt 

+ Vv i AIT ~ -~ 
Sage 8 ezepeee oe gags ag ea |ways for ogg gee yess name gece ep 
On the other side o e Ances, The i\gave him in his record hop, e particu- 
radio could not penetrate those mountains,larly commended Mr. Harold H, Harris, 
and contact with the world was not rees- the manager of Pan-American's South 
tablished until relays through Buenos ‘American trade at Buenos Aires, and Mr. 
wg psy the Argentine forge <o hame warn eh F nse vind 
sem : n i nti: !that bo \ : 1 
capital, Cofonel Olds landed his plane atiAir Corps pilots of long experience, 
the Buenos eae gs RO Tx aed re | eguomning was Seo one soe the og mm 
«© hours aitver ne ie 1ma. an | ers during their entine s Neo 
Colonel Olds addressed the anxious pub- listed men = a vl er and pathoned 
lic back home and again the faces at |without charge at the noncommissioned 
Langley Field were wreathed in smiles as ofiicers' barracks in Buenos Aires, They 
fade of his officers and mens” Sie plates! e'Aseeatine capital oe’ well as ine? 
. ae | ' the entine capital as w I 
he commanded were tue largest and neavi- other litdas iaitols Officers were 
ass which ae eran ar apned tas ong of ‘dined by tke Unt bee. Sete Mnauendes, 
ey were welcome y Unite ates - jAlexander ¥. Weddell,and Mrs. Weddell. 
bassador Weddell and high dignitaries of | The climax of the 6,000-mile jaunt 
the Snennine rete oe 7 ee | came with me appearance of eee" Siz eir~ 
ere was Major Meloy during a is j#planes over Buenos Aires on Sun nar = 
flying? After all night weer on the de- toe the inaugural ceremonies. Their mis- 
fective pene tt ers wae, Spouse Border Rat {sion soeeey Ti ehed, - at ony 39 and 
soared out of Lima at 6: a.m., seven | took part in the Argentine gala . 
hours and 15 minutes after the departure faking another day off to rest and re- 
cuperate from their strenuous schedule, 
‘the personnel of the six Bombers prepar- 
led to leave El Palomar Field Tuesday 
‘morning, Five of the Fombers made the 
| take-off at 7:10 a.m., but the sixth 


e could now get into 


of his companions. 

For two,- three,~ four hours he held 
straight to the course recently taken by 
his companions, and then for four more 
hours there was no message. What had 





happened to Meloy? Had he turned south 
to go into Santiago, or had he held his 
course, whicn it was observed, pointed 
oes, gi at his destinaticn, Buenos 
Aires? There was again much anxisty 


‘commanded by Captain Archibald Y. Smith, 
|was delayed by a minor mishap to one 
iwheel which, while the plane was being 
jrolled away from a gas pit, broke 


: i and | through the thin concrete cover of the 
much discussion at the Langley Ficld |pit. Captain Smith finally took off at 
plotting board. Meloy's course - if he 12345 p.m 


chose to charge on unswervingly for 
Buenos Aires - would carry him over tie 


The first five B-17's landed at Los 
Cerrillos airdrome, Santiago, Chile, at 


highest and most rugged peaks of the ; 12:05 Dam. » completing the first leg of 
Andes, far from chartered airways and 'the leisurely journey home, Captain 
civilization, Even the map in that area | Smith landed at Santiago at 4:45 p.m. 
was labeled "Unexplored." }and remained overnight. lLeavi Santi- 


Finally, at 2:00 p.m., the relay sys- 
tem from Buenos Aires began to function 
and the position of Meloy was reported - 
straignt on the course and east of the 
Andes! Loud were the cheers that went 
up from the relieved and jubilant 
friends, 

In record-breaking time he neared B 
Buencs Aires. But here he ran straight 
into that devil of the Cordillera, the 
peeks. Vf or Andean tornado, which was 
blanketing the area around Buenos Aires. 

Major Meloy said it appeared to be a 
combination of sandstorm and an electric 
storm, and that the turbulence of the 
air approached cyclonic violence. Turn- 
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| a0 on Wednesday morning at 11:25 
x) 





clock, Smith arrived in Arica, Chile, at 
at 5:10 p.m. Engine trouble caused him 
a night's delay. He rejoined the flight 
Thursday at Lima, Peru, after an unevent- 
ful "hop" from Arica, At Santiago, Col. 
Olds made a short broadcast, recounting 
the progress of the flight up to that 
point. 

Reluctantly the flight left Santiago 
on eOneoeny: morning at 8:00 o'clock, 
landing at Lima at 5:05 p.m, after 
another "uneventful" trip. The residents 
of Lima took advantage of the return 
visit further to demonstrate the meaning 
of real "southern" hospitality, 
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On Friday, February 25th, Colonel Olds 
turned his little armada toward the 
Panama Canal, 

Nine hours after the departure from 
Los Cerrillos airdrome, the six b-17's, 
this time flying intact into their ren- 
dezvous, landed at Albrook Field, As the 
pease had had over 40 hours of flying 

ime chalked up, it was deemed advisable 
cn Saturday to fly them to France Field, 
seat of the Panama Air Depot, where ex- 

tensive facilities were at hand to ser- 
vice them for the long air trip, plenned 
non-stop, to Langley Field. 

It is important to note that both of 
the Panama fields were entirely adequate 
for long aang? operations of B-17's. 

' At six o'clock Sunday morning on the 
ramp at France Field, the Atlantic side 
air base, even the engines sang happily 
as the crews made ready for the final 
"hop" to Langley Field and their homes. 
Still with the idea of giving maximum 
training to all, Colonel Olds directed 
the usual two-minute intervals between 
Planes, and named Norfolk, Va., as the 
assembly point. ' 

Waiting in the crld raw air of a Vir- 
ginia Peninsula February, five thousand 
soldiers and civilians, including many 
reporters and cameramen, waited, their 
eyes scouring the skies for the return 
of their friends and relatives. 

Was that a flock of birds off there a 
few miles, flying north for an early 
he fs No, it was the proud flight of 
"Flying Fortresses" loafing in from 
Panama in another record-establishi 
flight. Ten hours and 45 minutes between 
the Army's largest continental air base 
and its vitally important air base at 
France Field in Panama! 

Bronzed and happy, they crawled out of 
the B-17's, to be greeted by Major Gener- 
al: Frank M, Andrews, Commanding General 
of the General Headquarters Air Force, 
with a sheaf of telegrams and radio mes- 
sages in his hands: He read to the as- 
sembled pilots and mechanics the personal 
greetings of the Honorable Harry H. 
Woodring, Secretary of War, ond General 
Malin Craig, Army Chief of Staff. To 
these messages of praise, he added his 
own congratulations and commendations. 

In the Senate, Senator Robert . 
McReynolds, of North Carolina, and 
Senator Millard Tydings, of Maryland, 
lauded these men and their leader, Col. 
Olds, and suggested Distinguished Flying 
Crosses go to the 49 airmen, 

Crosses and honors are fine business, 
of course, but this writer believes that 
the greatest reward of these men is the 
knowledge that they have completed what 
the Senators described as the Greatest 
Flight in History. 

Immediately upon being apprised of the 
return of the Pan-American Bood_Will 
Flight to Langley Field, the Chief of 
the Air Corps dispatched the following 


i telegram to the Commanding General of 
ithe GHQ Air Force at that station: 

| "Have just learned of the landing of 
| the B-17 flight from Panama after a re- 
| cord performance stop My congratula- 

| tions to the General Headquarters Air 


| Force for this successful demonstration 


,of the efficiency of its or anization 
/and the high state of training and skill 
of its personnel stop The whole Air 
Corps owes a debt of gratitude to your 
-men for this striking demonstration of 
: the speed and mobility of air power stop 
It will have a wholesome effect through- 
'out the Corps stop Please convey the fol- 
| lowing message to Colonel Olds, command- 
(er of the flight quote The whole Air 
| Corps has watchod the progress of your 
| flight from beginning to end with the 
| keenest interest stop It now congratu- 
| lates you and your personnel for a truly 
| Magnificent performance stop You and 
| your men have performed a difficult, tir- 
i and trying task in an efficient and 
| modest way stop You deserve fully what 
| you now have conma the admiration and 
| gratitude of the — Corps. ® 
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CODE INSTRUCTION AT RANDOLPH FIELD 


| 
| 
{ 
{ 
| 
' 
| 


| 
| 
| 
! The Academic Department of the Primary 
| Flying School, Randolph Field, Texas, ad- 
| vanced a step in the method of code in- 

| struction. ing the past two months, 

' six Boehms Automatic Code Transmitters 

| were installed under the direction of 

| Lieut. Joel &. Mallory and Staff Sergeant 
North B, Bardell, This ingenious system 
of transmitters is capable of sendi 

six different code speeds in three class- 
rooms at the same time. The speed of 
transmission varies from six to seventy-~ 
five words per minute. The present in- 
stallation accommodates 352 students. 

The advantages of this new apparatus 
are chiefly the reduction of instructors 
necessary to accommodate large classes, 
and the elimination of the human element 
in transmission, Under the present sys- 
| tem, three instructors, an operator and 
| two assistants are ag the work that 
| formerly required nine instructors, No 
| two code operators transmit alike. 
change of instructors, particularly at 
speeds greater than eignt words per min- 
ute, causes a temporary retard in the 
progress of the student. With the pres- 
ent installation, this factor is greatly 
eliminated, 
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Under Special Orders of the War Depart- 
ment, recently issued, Colonel Frank DPD, 
Lackland, Air Corps, is relieved from as- 
signment and duty at Wright Field, Ohio, 
and assigned to duty as Commandant of 
the Air Corps Advanced Flying School at 
Kelly Field, Texas. At Wright Field Col, 
Lackland occupied the position of Chief 

of the Field Service Section, 
9- V-7648, A.C. 








THE SINGLE SHEAR WEP WING 
By the Materiel Division Correspondent 


The single shear web wing is one which 
posseunss @ single-sper which takes the 
ending and snear loads formerly ta‘cen 
by two or more spers in the old type of 


construction. Tae single shear wing em- 
on 4 the leading edge as a box for ab- 
sorbing the torsion loads. The Materiel 


Division, Wright Field, has static test- 
ed two wings of this type, one construct-' 
ea of duralumin and one of stainless 
steel. Although the weights and planform 
are the same, the stainiess steel wing 
appeared to be stronger and to possess 
greater torsional stiffness than the dur- 
alumin, After the minor repairs custo- 
marily made during static testing, the 
steel wing satisfactorily supported the 
design loads required. 

The duralumin wing failed under static 
test, the failure occurring below design | 
load requirements. It is now being re- 
poired and reinforced by the contractor, 
and will be re-tested when returned to 
the Materiel Division. Reinforcemeits 
will add somewhat to the original weight, ' 
which will place it at a weight discd+.. 
vantage when compared with the staiiless 
steel eens 

An additional advantage of the sicel 
wing is that it may be spot welded, giv- 
ing a smooth surface and obviating the 
need of rivets. Although not yet in 
practice, fuel tanks could be construct- 
ed integrally with the stainless steel 
wing, permitting almost unlimited fuel 
capacity. 

Although still in the experimental 
stage of development, a considerable 
amount of research work is being done on 
spot welding of.aluminum alloys. Ccm- 
plete dependence for carrying large loads | 
is not at present being placed on spot 
welding of tnis material. However, it 
is being used considerably in the fabri- 
cation of non-structural members. 
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THE ARGENTINE FLIGHT 
(Continued from Page 4) 


cellent training of the GHQ Air Force, 

and taoey pay tribute as well to the wis- 

dom of its commander in insisting that 

the integrity of the combat team be pre- 

served in spite of rm difficulties. 
w~==00Q--— 


Featuring the cover page of this issue 
of the News Letter is a photograpa of 
Lieut. Colonel Robert Olds, Air Corps, 
as he is about to enter his'B-17 airplane 
Just prior to the take-off for the long 
eerial journey to Buenos Aires, Argentina, 

This epoch-making flight was the second 
One to tae capital of Argentina in the 
history of the Air Corps, the first one 
being made early in 1927, when the ini- 
tial "Pan-American Flight" comprised fave 





| Jonn 
‘members of this first "Good Will" 


| time Colonel Dar 


‘Antonio, Texas, on December <0, 1926; 


'ceeded to Panama with stops in Honduras 
‘and Nicaragua. From Colon, Panama, the 
| flight went. to Colombia, returned to the 
‘Canal Zone and flew along the west coast 


reached the Atlantic side at Bahia 
‘Blanca, Argentina. 
' coast, 


Parana River to Asuncion, Paraguay. Next 
‘came Brazil, the Guianas and Venezuela. 


land and made a series of “hops” which 
‘covered the Lesser Antilles, Porto Rico, 
the Dominican Republic, Haiti and Cuba. 


|Field, C 


/paotographer, was at March Field wander- 
|ilng around in search of unusual material. 


did fone representation of March 
| Field, g 
able type of information obtainable. 





Loening Amphibian airplanes, under the 


,command of Colonel Herbert A, Dargue, 


Air Corps. An unfortunate collision in 
the air, February 26, 1927, resulted in 
the death of two members of the flight, 
Captain Clinton F, Woolsey and lst Lieut. 
W. Benton. The eight remaining 


Flight are, happily, still actively 


/connected with the Army Air Corps, and 
|they are, in addition to Colone 


Dargue, 
Lieut. Colonels Ira C. Eaker and Arthur 
B, McDaniel, Majors Leonard D. Wedding- 
ton, Ennis C, Whitehead, Charles McK, 
Robinson and Muir §. Fairchild, At that ) 
e held the rank of ' 


Major; Lieut. Colonels Zaker and McDaniel 


the rank of Captain, and the remaining 
'officers the rank of lst Lievtenant. 


The five amphibian planes ieftt San 


followed the east coast of Mexico, cross— 
ed the Isthmus of Salina Cruz and pro- 


of South America as far as Valdivia, 
Chile, where it cressed the Andes and 


Following the east 
he planes flew to Buenos Aires 
and made a 1400-mile round trip up the 


At Trinidad, the flight left the main- 


---000~--— 


A 1 name color-picture story of March 
alif., is soon to appear ina 

nationally-known magazine. For several 

weeks, Cy Latour, well known free lance 





As a result, he has worked out a splen- 


which parallels the most desir- 


The Information Division, Office of 
the Chief of the Air Corps, has just re- 
ceived 500 copies in mimeograph form of 
a lecture given by Mr. Melvin N, Gough, 
of tne Langley Memorial Aeronautical 
Laboratory, Langley Field, Va., on "The 
ape Characteristics of Modern Air- 
Planes from the Pilot's Standpoint." 

This lecture was recently given be- 
fore members of the U.S.S. YORKTOWN 
Squadrons VE-5 and VB-6. The pamphlet 
is wery clearly reproduced and contains 

uite a number of charts. Copies of 
this pamphlet will be sent to those 
making application therefor as long as 
the supply lasts. 
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